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Dare We Complain? 


By Margeret S. Fellows 


E DWELL here in this body of the 
W flesh, 
By burdens overwhelmed, by cares 
bowed down, 
Yet do we look ahead to that fair day 
When our dear Lord shall give to each 
his crown? 


He knows the pain we bear; He bore it 
FIRST; 
The trials that we face, 
ALONE; ; 
For love of us He hung on Calvary, 
And how He suffered there will ne’er 
be known! 


So even though we walk a path of thorns 
And cannot see the sunshine through 
the rain, 
We know full well our sufferings are as 
nought 
Compared with His for us— Dare we 
complain? 


He faced, 


" 
Obedience in the Home 


Obedience is one of the foundation 
Stones of all right living. It should 
be required of children in the home, for 
God has ordained that parents should 
guide them until they reach years of 
discretion. Christian parents represent 


God in the management of the home, 


and their instructions and requirements 
should be in accordance with His laws. 
One of the most important lessons young 
parents can learn is that there is likely 
to be a crisis in the life of each child, 
at a very early age, when he must learn 
that their will and not his is supreme 
in the home. One Christian man with 
ten children found that this crisis gen- 
erally occurred from the age of eighteen 
months to two years, and as he and his 
wife faithfully dealt with these crises, 
they have had the joy of seeing their 
children grow up to love and honor the 
Lord. Frightful examples of the grue- 
some fruit of the lack of training in non- 
Christian homes are besmirching the 
pages of our newspapers, and these 
should be a warning to Christian parents 
to be ever more watchful. Unfortu- 
nately, one learns from personal obser- 
vation and the reports of others that 
even in many Christian homes today 
there is a shameful lack of obedience, 
disrespect for older folks, untidiness, 
tardiness, and a general lack of system 
and orderliness. Children who come 
from such homes think that “the world 


owes them a living,” they know almost 
nothing of self-discipline, they are. un- 
willing to subject themselves. to’ the 
order and system required in any good 
organization, whether Christian or secu- 
lar, and when they are rebuked they 
resent it and sometimes resign. Even 
the Bible institutes, Christian colleges, 
and mission boards suffer because some 
young people have not been taught at 
home to obey, to concentrate on the 
task in hand, to give full measure in re- 
spect to time, and to “endure hardness, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”. (2 
Tim. 2:3). The Christian training of 
children today is not easy, but it is not 
impossible, as many a Christian family 
can testify. The task is well begun if 
the children are taught to obey when 
they are still babies, and after that “pre- 
cept must be upon precept, precept upon 
precept; line upon. line, line upon line; 
here a little, and there a little” (Isa, 
28:10). And the golden thread of all 
Christian family life, which should 
gleam through the warp and woof of 
its trials and joys and hold it together, 
is daily family worship. 


Charles Simeon of Cambridge 


This editorial reviews “Charles Simeon,” by Handley C. G. Moule. (The 


Inter-Varsity Fellowship, London; 


may be obtained from the Inter- 


Varsity Christian Fellowship, 64 W. Randolph St., Chicago 1; $2.50.) 


1836, Charles Simeon was minister 

of the Church of the. Holy Trinity 
in the university town of Cambridge, 
England. Beginning in the face of bitter 
opposition, he finished his course with 
joy. The Dean of Carlisle wrote of his 
funeral: “The like of it was never seen, 
nor ever will be seen again. More than 
fifteen hundred gownsmen attended to 
honour a man who had been greatly de- 
spised. When his venerable remains 
were deposited in that glorious building, 


Fe fifty-four years, from 1782 to 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“The Lord is nigh unto all them 
that call upon him, to all that call 
upon him in truth” (Psa. 145:18). 























every bell of the College Chapels. tolled 
for him, and the Vice-Chancellor (Ains- 
lie, Master of Pembroke) regretted that 
the great bell of St. Mary’s could not, 
as its use was confined to the Royal 
Family, or to a Vice-Chancellor dying 
in office. Such was the honour the great 
King was pleased to bestow upon His 
servant. . . . ‘And they glorified God 
in him.’” 

Few biographies will so richly repay 
a close reading as this one. It is a re- 
print of a book first published in 1892 
and now reissued by the Inter-Varsity 
Fellowship of London, of which the 
American branch is the Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship. Its brevity (192 
pages) commends it to today’s hurried 
readers; and the combination produced 
by its great subject and the skilled 
writer, who was himself a profound and 
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evangelical preacher and widely read 
expositor, makes it a literary treasure 
for Christian workers. 

Charles Simeon was born in Reading, 
September 24, 1759, and died November 
13,°1836, in his rooms in King’s College 
at Cambridge. At nine years of age 
he went to Eton, but said later that “he 
would be tempted to take the life of a 
son rather than let him see the vice he 
had seen at Eton.” At nineteen he went 
or a scholarship to King’s College and 
obtained a Fellowship which he held 
until his death. He was a bachelor; 
“an excellent horseman, brave and dex- 
terous”; and had a “life-long love of 
neatness in everything about him.” “He 
early grasped the secret of spiritual per- 
sistency,” wrote Bishop Moule, “in a 
close watch upon personal habits with 
a view to maintaining communion with 
Him who sees the soul.” R. Housman, 
who roomed with him for awhile, said 
that Simeon “invariably arose every 
morning, though it was the winter sea- 
son, at four o’clock; after lighting his 
fire, he devoted the first four hours of 
the day to private prayer and the devo- 
tional study of the Scriptures.” 

The fact that Simeon was required to 
attend Communion forced him to search 
his own heart, and he bought and read 
the “Whole Duty of Man,” by William 
Law, which greatly helped him. Another 
book by Bishop Thomas Wilson on the 
Lord’s Supper was the direct means of 
his conversion in 1779. He was ordained 
in 1782, and “in less than seventeen Sun- 
days,” wrote Henry Venn, “by preach- 
ing for Mr. Atkinson in a church at Cam- 
bridge, he filled it with hearers—a 
thing unknown there for near a century.” 
For some time he suffered great opposi- 
tion from clergy, faculty, and students, 
but took it all patiently, saying: “In 
this state of things I saw no remedy but 
faith and patience. The passage. of Scrip- 
ture which subdued and controlled my 
mind was this, ‘The servant of the Lord 
must not strive.” 

What were some of the characteristics 
of this minister who held an honored 
place. for half a century in the famous 
English university town? “To expound 
the Scripture before him as closely and 
clearly as he could, and then to bring 
its message to bear full on the conscience 
and will of the hearers, was his settled 
aim from the first kept in view intelli- 
gently and with great pains.” He thus 
describes the three great aims of his 
preaching: “To humble the sinner, To 
exalt the Saviour, To promote holiness.” 
“His great hope and effort was to be 
Biblical. , . . If he had been questioned 
upon his party connection, he would 
very likely have answered with a most 
energetic wish (I quote his own words) 
that ‘names and parties were buried in 
eternal oblivion.’” “I love the simplicity 
of the Scriptures,” he said, “and I wish 
to receive and inculcate every truth pre- 
cisely in the way, and to the extent that 
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it is set forth in the inspired Volume. 
. . . My endeavour is to bring out of 
Scripture what is there, and not to thrust 
in what I think might be there.” 

Simeon had a conversation with John 
Wesley, which is so remarkable that it 
is given herewith. Bishop Moule de- 
clares that it is Simeon’s own report of 
the interview, taken from his preface 
to the Horae Homileticae, and Bishop 
Moule also quotes an entry from John 
Wesley’s Journal, December 20, 1784, 
where he speaks of meeting Simeon. 
Here is the record of that very signifi- 
cant conversation: 

“A young minister, about three or 
four years after he was ordained, had 
an opportunity of conversing familiarly 
with the great and venerable leader of 
the Arminians in this kingdom, and, 
wishing to improve the occasion, he ad- 
dressed him nearly in the following 
words: ‘Sir, I understand that you are 
called «an Arminian; and I have been 
sometimes called a Calvinist; and there- 
fore I suppose we are to draw daggers. 
But before I consent to begin the combat, 
with your permission I will ask you a 
few questions.’ Permission being very 
readily and kindly granted, the young 
minister proceeded to ask: ‘Pray, Sir, 
do you feel yourself a depraved creature, 
so depraved that you would never have 
thought of turning to God, if God had 
not first put it into your heart?’ ‘Yes,’ 
says the veteran, ‘I do indeed.’ ‘And 
do you utterly despair of ‘recommending 
yourself to God by anything you can do; 
and look for salvation solely through the 
blood and righteousness cf Christ?’ ‘Yes, 
solely through Christ.’ ‘But, Sir, sup- 
posing you were at first saved by Christ, 
are you not somehow or other to save 
yourself afterwards by your own works?’ 
‘No, I must be saved by Christ from first 
to last.” ‘Allowing, then, that you were 
first turned by the grace of God, are 
you not in some way or other to keep 
yourself by your own power?’ ‘No.’ 


. ‘What then, are you to be upheld every 


hour and every moment by God, as much 
as an infant in its mother’s arms?’ ‘Yes, 
altogether.’ ‘And is all your hope in the 
grace and mercy of God to preserve you 
unto His heavenly kingdom?’ ‘Yes, I 
have no hope but in Him.’ ‘Then, Sir, 
with your leave I will put up my dagger 
again; for this is all my Calvinism; this 
is my election, my justification by faith, 
my final perseverance: it is in substance 
all that I hold, and as I hold it; and 
therefore, if you please, instead of 
searching out terms and phrases to be a 
ground of contention between us, we 
will cordially unite in those things 
wherein we agree.’” 

Bishop Moule tells the story of 
Charles Simeon’s influence upon the 
chaplains of the East India Company 
who went to foreign lands; of his part 
in the founding of the Church Mission- 
ary Society, and his keen interest in 
the’ British and Foreign Bible Society 
and the Society for Promoting Christian- 
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ity among the Jews. A chapter is de- 
voted to his close association with Henry 
Martyn, the young missionary to India, 
and other friends. 

His wealthy brother left him fifteen 
thousand pounds, but Simeon did not 
want it for himself and established a 
trust fund, to help the poor and promote 
Christian work. He charged the trustees 
“to take care that nothing comes first 
in their reasons for selection but the 
glory of God and the fitness of the par- 
ticular man for the parish in question.” 


(Continued on page 167) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Dr. Smith and the Tribulation 


We have read with inet and profit 
the fine articles by Dr. Wilbur Smith. 
However, some of us were a bit con- 
fused by the January eighth article 
—I think on page 23—where it 
seemed he was leaning toward the 
Post Tribulation rapture position. 
Would it. be possible to get some state- 
ment from Dr. Smith that would clear 
up this matter? — Signed, Several 
readers of the Times“in Philadelphia. 
There is considerable “tribulation” 

connected with the writing of such an 

important series of articles — both before 
and after publication — as Dr. Smith has 
been writing for the Truss, But that is 
true of anything worth while in this 
world, and the welcome that his series 
of seventeen articles has received has 
far outweighed any difficulty connected 
with them, and has doubtless made the 
author feel that he is already well re- 
paid for the months of painstaking labor 
that he spent on them. The Editor felt 
sure that Dr, Smith did not believe that 
the Church is going through the Tribu- 
lation, but wrote him for confirmation. 

Here is his reply: 

“You are absolutely right, I do not 
believe that the Church is going through 
the Tribulation. I am sorry that I was 
careless here in my phraseology. How- 
ever, I do not think it needs to be cor- 
rected. When these articles first began 
I was a little bit disappointed in not 
getting more mail, but the mail is cer- 
tainly flowing in now, all of a most ap- 
preciative kind, both from friends and 
people I do not know. I got an interest- 
ing letter this morning, which begins, 
‘Our pastor is using your articles in THE 
Sunpay ScHoo. ‘Tries as subject matter 
for a Sunday evening Bible class, and 
deriving much good from your scholarly 
handling of the subject.’ That was in- 
teresting. Incidentally, I had a letter 
today from the reference librarian at 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
in which she says that the Chinese dele- 
gation of the United Nations has bor- 
rowed from their library my book, ‘This 
Atomic Age and the Word of God.’ Isn’t 
that interesting? This greatly rejoices 
my soul.” 
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Stonewall Jackson's Sunday School 


How a great Southern General gave the Gospel 
to the Negroes in his town 


strangely aroused that fair sum- 

mer day in 1861. From the north- 
east had come news of a recent, startling 
Confederate victory. 

Bull Run, they said. Some of the boys 
from town had taken part, together with 
Professor Jackson of the local military 
college, Virginia Military Institute. 

But exactly what had happened? 

Down the post office steps came the 
venerable Dr. W. G. White, pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church. He began to open 
a letter with eager, trembling fingers. 
“Now we will have the news,” he prom- 
ised. “Here is a letter from General 
Jackson himself.” 

He stared blankly for a moment, and 
then began to read in an uncertain voice: 

In my tent last night, after a fatigu- 
ing day’s service, I remembered that 

I had failed to send my contribution to 

our colored Sunday school. Enclosed 

you will find my check for that object, 
which please acknowledge at your 
earliest convenience and oblige. 


Yours faithfully, 
T. J. Jackson.1 

In the Confederacy, the army of 
Northern Virginia contained a galaxy of 
Christians, the number and spiritual fer- 
vor of whom has probably never been 
equaled in world history. Robert E. Lee, 
J. E. B. Stuart, Richard S. Ewell, and 
Daniel Harvey Hill are noteworthy 
among the generals. There was no dis- 
simulation about their acceptance of 
orthodox Christianity. They believed; 
they said so in simple terms, and they 
practiced their beliefs openly. Sweeping 
revivels filled the rank and file with 
Christians, encouraged by’ the example 
of their superiors. For thirty to forty 
years after the war, it was not unusual 
to find pastors throughout the South who 
had formerly been members of the army 
of Northern Virginia. Similarly, many 
high-minded Christian men in all walks 
of society contributed toward recovery 
and softened the blows of war. There 
Was no such immorality or hopelessness 
in the post-war South as is reported in 
European countries today. The people 
accepted their loss as conclusive evi- 
dence of the will of God. 


How Jackson Was Won to Christ 


Put none was more distinguished for 
personal piety and belief in prayer than 
General Thomas Jonathan (“Stonewall”) 
Jackson, who earned his unusual sobri- 
quet at the battle of Bull Run and star- 
tled the world for three years with his 
Military coups. Indeed, until his un- 
timely death, the fate of the Union tot- 
tered uneasily in the balances. 

After graduation from West Point and 


Te natives of Lexington, Va., were 





Here is the little-known story of an 
unusual Sunday school organized 
nearly one hundred years ago. Mr. 
Reeder writes to the Editors: “My 
knowledge of Stonewall Jackson has 
come through heavy reading and 
personal visits to his own haunts. I 
also have had valuable aid as a mem- 
ber of the Chicago Civil War Round 
Table, a group meeting irregularly 
which discusses different phases and 
personalities of the Civil War... . 
For instance, some of the experts in 
the group guided us over the battle- 
field of Bull Run, where Jackson 
earned his sobriquet ef ‘Stonewall.’ ” 
Mr. Reeder has also included refer- 
ences in the article (indicated by 
superior figures) to his exact sources 
of information, which will be found 
in his note at the end of the article. 








a brief but distinguished career in the 
Mexican War, Major Jackson settled 
down to a long tenure as a professor in 
the quiet town of Lexington, Va., work- 
ing for Virginia Military Institute. 

His superior officer, Colonel Taylor, 
had won him to Christ after the Mexi- 
can War. Jackson then, characteris- 
tically, set out to do his duty and become 
the best Christian he could be. 

Joining the Presbyterian Church in 
Lexington, he was encouraged to grow 
in grace by Dr. White, a kindly and ear- 
nest man of God. After a dismal begin- 
ning, he learned to pray in public. He 
was appointed a deaccn, and none served 
more faithfully. Daily Pible study 
marked his progress. 

His letters at the time show perhaps 
a yearning toward African missionary 
work and, though he did not feel called 
to go himself, Jackson soon displayed a 
Ceep spiritual interest in the welfare of 
the Africans about town. 

It may have arisen when he com- 
menced teach'ng the Scriptures to his 
own servants, noting their spiritual hun- 
ger. Entranced, they told others, who 
asked permission to attend, and soon he 
had a roomful of interested pupils. 
Jackson conceived the idea of the after- 
noon Sunday school in order to relieve 
himself of an overcrowced Bible class. 
Conferring with Dr. White, he received 
ethusiastic support. The Sunday school 
was launched in the autumn of 1£55, 
destined to last almost a half century.2 

There were 12 teachers, recruited from 
the educated Christian gentry about 
town, and thus the classes averaged be- 
tween 8 and 10 when the peak attend- 
ance of 100 was reached. His new wife 


By WARREN A. REEDER, Jr. 


became a teacher at his personal request, 
rather than teach in the regular Pres- 
byterian Sunday School, as he was 
already doing. He believed it im- 
portant to give the Gospel to the 
Africans, and she was later glad she 
acquiesced to his wishes. 


School began at 3 p.m., and lasted 
forty-five minutes. First bell was at 2.45 
p.m., and sessions began precisely at 3. 
The typical order of service was as fol- 
lows: 

1. Singing. 

2. Prayer. 

3. Exposition of assigned passage of Scrip- 
ture to the assembl Froup. Major 
Jackson usually handled this, and his 
wife recalled how his face always 


beamed when he told the children of 
the cross. 


4. Class sessions. Herein the pupils 
studied the Shorter Catechism or sim- 
ilar material. Regular lesson books 
were evidently not in use at that time. 


5. Reassembly. Memorizing hymns. 
6. Dismissal prayer. 

This routine is quite similar to many 
present-day schools, probably differing 
only in equipment and lesson material. 

But Jackson’s style would have been 
cramped by the six-point system! He 
gave a personal report once each month 
on the behavior and punctuality of each 
of the eighty to one hundred pupils, call- 
ing at their homes. Any absence or in- 
attentiveness was ¢garefully inquired into. 
How many present-day superintendents 
would do this even once a year? 3 


His Remedy for Tardiness 


Giving freely of his time, he constantly 
tried to interest the whites about town 
in the work. The triple cord was his— 
“not slothful in business, fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord” (Rom, 12:11). 

The punctilious Jackson would not 
countenance tardiness. A certain small 
group of teachers and pupils once fell 
into the habit of coming late and kept 
it up. Then one Sunday the superin- 
tendent tersely announced the doors 
would be locked at 3 p.m. next Sunday. 


They were. Almost immediately a 
pounding commenced from the outside. 
But Sunday school went on. So did the 
pounding, although it grew weaker and 
finally died away. Promptly at 3.45 
p.m, the doors opened and school was 
over. The superintendent came forth, 
bowed politely as usual to a mortified 
group of teachers and pupils. He then 
passed on without a word.4 

There was no more trouble with punc- 
tuality thereafter. 


He faced the summer slump, too. Go- 
ing on a vacation, he would return to 
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find attendance down forty to fifty per 
cent. Patiently he would set to work to 
rebuild it to its former strength. And 
woe unto his wife’s seryants, George 
and Cy, if they did not attend— plus 
church and family worship! 

In addition to his Sunday school work, 
Jackson also carricd volunteer Chris- 
tian work as a deacon. Once, in col- 
lecting for the American Bible Society, 
he not only made a one hundred per 
eént record in soliciting regular church 
members, but also went out among his 
eolored friends and urged them to give. 
He persuaded them that their small 
monéys were more profitably spent for 
this use than for whisky and tobacco. 
He felt such giving would elevate them 
and increase their interest in the study 
of the Bible. 

The Sunday school lesson was always 
carefully studied by Jackson and his 
wife on Saturday nights in an allotted 
time. Before leaving his house he knelt 
in prayer for the work. Prayer was as 
natural to him as the very breath of 
life.5 

When rumors of the impending war 
became an ugly reality, the final Satur- 
day night he quietly suggested to his 
wife, “Let us dismiss all thoughts of 
war.” That night they studied the Sun- 
day school lesson—for the last time, 
had they known it. At 3 p.m. the next 
day he was on the march in response 
to a sudden call, and that lesson was 
never taught.6 

All during the war he constantly 
sought for reports on the Sunday school. 
One of his great privations, he declared, 
was to be absent from it. The glories 
of war were his, but never again the 
quiet privileges of a Sunday school 
superintendent. He aided much in the 
army revivals of 1862-1863 near Freder- 
icksburg. 

After his death and burial in the third 
year of the war, General Hunter’s Union 
Army swept through Lexington and dev- 
astated certain portions of it. The Con- 
federate flag on Jackson’s grave was 
quickly concealed by friends. 

Curiously enough, shortly thereafter 
was discovered a miniature flag pinned 
to. a verse of a hymn and laid on the 
grave. Investigation revealed that one 
of the Sunday school boys had placed 
the flag there in the dead of night, after 
obtaining the aid of an adult in copying 
the hymn. It was his humble tribute 
to his beloved superintendent.7 

Whatever became of the Sunday 
school? For this information we are in- 
debted to Dr. J. J. Murray, present pas- 
tor of Lexington Presbyterian Church, 
and Colonel William Couper, Executive 
Officer and Historiographer of Virginia 
Military Institute. 

They are agreed that it was continued 
up to the middle or latter part of the 

$0’s. . Colonel Johin.T.-L. Preston of 
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V. M. I. was superintendent ‘for a long 
time after Jackson’s death. With the 
development of two good Negro churches 
in town, there was no longer any need 
of it, and it was discontinued. 

Colonel Couper adds the interesting 
note that the local newspapers prior to 
1845 contained a great deal about Negro 
Sunday school classes and the one Jack- 
son organized was not an innovation. 
Such classes existed in many places, 

When Jackson was mortally wounded, 
General Lee sadly conceded, “I have 
lost my right arm.” 8 

Dr. White’s tribute was more touching. 
“Oh, sir, when Jackson fell, I lost not 
only a warm personal friend, a consistent 
active church member, but the best dea- 
con I ever saw.” 9 

And he might have added, “— and the 
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best Sunday school superintendent in the 
State of Virginia.” 
Hammonn, IND. 





1 “Stonewall Jackson, the Good Soldier,” by 
Allen Tate. (Minton, Balch & Co., New York, 
1928, pages 91, 92.) J. W. Jones says the check 
was for fifty dollars. 

2“Life and Letters of ‘Stonewall’ Jackson,” 
by his wife, Mary Anna Jackson. (Harper & 
Bros., New York, 1891, page 60.) 

3“Life and Campaigns of Lieut.-Gen. Thomas 
J. Jackson,” by R. L. Dabney. (D. D. Blelock 
& Co., Philadelphia, 1866, page 93.) 

4Dabney, op. cit., page 94. 

5 Dabney, op. cit., pages $7, 98. 

¢“Christ in the Camp, or Religion in Lee’s 
Army,” by the Rev. J. William Jones, D.D. 
(B. F. Johnson & Co., Richmond, Va., 1888, 
Page 86.) 

7 Jones, op. cit., page 88. 

8 Jones, op. cit., page 75. 

® Jones, op. cit., page 85. 


XV. The Centrality of Jerusalem in Prophecy 


The temple in which Antichrist will be exalted 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


Dr. Smith is well known as an exceedingly careful writer, not given to 


making unsupported statements. 


You will be interested, therefore, to 


read the conclusions which he comes to in this article, and much he him- 
self calls “the most definite statement I think I have ever made in pro- 


phetic matters regarding time.” 


But you need not be alarmed, for he 


adds, “I shrink from the setting of dates, and I cannot say, ‘We are in 
the last minute of the last hour of this dispensation.’” Here he points 
out that two of the three factors necessary for the fulfillment of cer- 
tain important prophecies concerning Jerusalem are already present. 


N THE last article we considered Jeru- 

salem’s place in history. But the 
prophetic Scriptures give to Jerusalem 
another period of pre-eminent signifi- 
cance at the end of this age, and it is 
to these prophecies that I wish to turn, 
because in a most amazing way, proph- 
ecy or no prophecy, the whole world 
for the last half-century has once again 
been turning its eyes to this city. It 
is as though underneath its ancient walls 
and buildings a powerful magnet was 
placed, drawing people to it, century 
after ‘century, until the city was. de- 
stroyed in 70 A.D.; then the current of 
the magnet was turned off, only to be 
turned on again during the crusades, 
turned off again for six hundred years, 
and now more powerful currents seem 
to flow through this unseen magnet than 
since the Day of Pentecost. Today not 
only do the peoples of the Mediterranean 
look to Jerusalem as in previous cen- 
turies, but the name is on the lips of our 
statesmen throughout the whole world, 
and Jerusalem becomes one of the most 
difficult problems of international rela- 
tionships. We shall here first consider the 
prophecies concerning Jerusalem in the 
later days, and then consider briefty the 
new significance this city has attained 
in the last few years. 

All the Biblical predictions concern- 
ing the Jerusalem at the end of this age, 
and the age to follow, may be gathered, 


it would seem, under three heads: first, 
Jerusalem as the place where Antichrist 
will, for a brief period, establish his 
headquarters; secondly, as the center of 
terrible wars and fierce assaults on the 
part of the enemies of a régathered._Is- 
rael; and thirdly, after these wars, as a 
center from which rivers of blessing 
will flow, resulting in a world-wide re- 
vival, and, ultimately, the establishment 
of the throne of David, from which 
Christ will reign during the millennium. 
I am sure that there must be consider- 
able literature concerning the great 
prophecies of the Old and New Testa- 
ments relating specifically to Jerusalem, 
but such volumes I have not been able 
to consult, and I will here then have to 
cut, as it were, a fresh way for myself 
and my readers, through these sometimes 
difficult yet important predictions, 

In all that I have been able to read 
regarding Antichrist it seems to me that 
there is one sutject which has been only 
incidentally referred to, but never ade- 
quately developed, and that is the dese- 
cration of the Temple in Jerusalem ty 
this supreme ercmy of God, and his own 
exaltation in that Temple, setting him- 
self up as God. Such prophecies go 
back to the Book of Daniel. Toward 
the conclusion of the famous prophecy 
of the seventy weeks, we read that this 
enemy of God will “cause the sacrifice 
and ‘he obla‘tion to ceace” (%:27), and.at 
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the very end of the same great pro- 
phetic book we read of a time when “the 
continual burnt-offering shall be taken 
away, and the abomination that maketh 
desolate set up” (12:11). 

It is to this event that our Lord directs 
the attention of His disciples, and the 
entire Christian Church when, in the 
midst of the Olivet Discourse He says, 
“When therefore ye see the abomination 
of desolation, which was spoken of 
through Daniel the prophet, standing in 
the holy place (let him that readeth un- 
derstand)” (Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14). 
Incidentally, I believe this is the only 
time in which our Lord, referring to 
any Old Testament passage, said, “Let 
him that readeth understand.” 


Who Will Rebuild the Temple? 


It is also to this event that the Apos- 
tle Paul must be referring in his classic 
unfolding of the truth of the man of sin, 
of whom he writes: “Except the fall- 
ing away come first, and the man of sin 
be revealed, the son of perdition, he that 
opposeth and exalteth himself against all 
that is called God or that is worshipped; 
so that he sitteth in the temple of God, 
setting himself forth as God” (2 Thess. 
2:3, 4). This certainly implies a rebuild- 
ing of the Temple in Jerusalem, which 
was destroyed by Titus in A.D, 70. Here 
today stands the Mosque of Omar. 

Presumably this temple will be built 
by the Jews, because the texts we have 
just quoted all imply that this enemy 
of God will cause the sacrifices to cease, 
and will desecrate the sanctuary. The 
whole phenomena is looked upon as 
something terrible, to be dreaded, a 
catastrophe to the Jews. The temple cer- 
tainly is not to be built by Antichrist, 
for he would never introduce a sacrifice 
which he himself would cause to cease. 
In bringing to an end the sacrifice ritual 
of the Jews, now back in Palestine, he 
will set himself up as God. Until a few 
years ago, except for a few careful stu- 
dents of Biblical prophecy, the idea of 
a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem seemed 
to Gentiles not only impossible but 
rather ridiculous, and most scholars 
seemed determined to agree at least in 
this, that whatever else these passages 
meant, they could not mean this. Now 
world conditions make the building of 
such a temple not ridiculous, but in- 
evitable. 

Three thiftgs are necessary for such 
an undertaking: first, a great company 
of Jews must be back in Palestine; sec- 
ondly, they must have possession of the 
Holy City, so that they can carry out 
whatever plans they may have agreed 
upon; and, thirdly, they must have a de- 
Sire to rebuild this temple. Two of 
these three factors are already present. 
There will soon be one million Jews 
in Palestine. Moreover—and this is 
astonishing, hardly even dreamed of by 
any of us a quarter of a century ago 
—the ruling body of Jews in Palestine 


‘Be insisting upon a return to the Torah, 
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that is, to the law of the Pentateuch, 
which means a strict observance of the 
Sabbath, complicated dietary laws, and, 
if they push this to a natural conclusion, 
it must involve sacrifice. This will be 
the next item of the program of Israel. 
But where are they going to sacrifice? 
The Pentateuch clearly states that it 
must be only in Jerusalem that such 
sacrifice is to be offered. This is not 
yet possible. The temple area is sacred 
to the Mohammedan as well as to the 
Jew. The whole Arah world, I think, 
would rise up in wrath if today the 
Jews waged war for the temple area. 
The bloody disturbances of 1929 were 
provoked by a comparatively trivial 
matter — certain restrictions in relation 
to the Wailing Wall; no Jew is even 
allowed to enter the actual temple area 
today. And yet President Ben Gurion 
is now insisting that Jerusalem be the 
capital of the state of Israel. When it 
is—and who would dare say it may not 
be soon? —then they will repossess this 
sacred area for the first time in nearly 
nineteen hundred years, and what could 
be more natural than that they would 
immediately undertake to build on this 
area a new temple? 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, one of the great 
orators of modern Judaism, declared be- 
fore the Ad Hoc Committee on Palestine 
of-the United Nations General Assembly, 
October, 1947: “Jerusalem is the ancient 
capital of the Jewish nation and the sym- 
bol thréughout the ages of Jewish 
nationhood. The undefeated resolve of 
our people to be reconstituted as a nation 
in the land of Israel was epitomized in 
the solemn vow of the Psalmist and of 


-the exiled people throughout the ages: 


‘If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning’ We 
strongly urge that the Jewish section of 
modern Jerusalem, outside the walls, be 
included in the Jewish state.” 


The Breaking of the Covenant 


How this will be taken from the Jews 
by Antichrist, I do not have space to dis- 
cuss in these brief articles; but he will 
be entering into a covenant with them, 
and in the middle of that covenant, after 
three and a half years of prosperity, he 
will turn in anger and hatred and wrath 
upon them. Among many other fearful 
things that will together make for the 
time of Jacob’s trouble, he will set him- 
self up as Ged in this temple. Similar 
self-deifications have happened before. 
The setting up of false images or pagan 
gods in this temple at Jerusalem seems 
to have been in ages past a passion for 
many who have hated the Word of God 
and attempted to destroy the people of 
God. Of these attempts one is propheti- 
cally mentioned in the Word of God, 
namely, that of Antiochus Epiphanes. 
In the eighth chapter of Daniel is a 
passage which all commentators agree 
must refer to this enraged hater of 
Israel: “Yea, it magnified itself, even 
to the prince of the host; and it took 
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away from him the continual burnt- 
offering, and the place of his sanctuary 
was cast down. And the host was given 
over to it together with the continual 
burnt-offering through transgression; 
and it cast down truth to the ground, 
and it did its pleasure and prospered” 
(8:11, 12). This desolation lasted for 
2,300 days, and was brought to an end 
in the Maccabean revolt on December 
25, 165 B.C. It is to this same desecra- 
tion that Daniel also refers toward. the 
end of his prophecy: “And forces shal! 
stand on his part, and they shall pro- 
fane the sanctuary, even the fortress, 
and shall take away the continual burnt- 
offering, and they shall set up the abomi- 
nation that maketh desolate” (11:31). 

It seems inevitable that the temple 
which John was told by an angel to 
measure must be this very temple we 
are here speaking of: “And there was 
given me a reed like unto a rod: and 
one said, Rise, and measure the temple 
of God, and the altar, and them that 
worship therein. And the court which 
is without the temple leave without, and 
measure it not; for it hath been given 
unto the nations: and the holy city shall 
they tread under foot forty and two 
months” (Rev. 11:1, 2). Immediately 
after this command to measure the tem- 
ple, those two famous witnesses, sent 
of God, appear in Jerusalem, and, hav- 
ing finished their testimony, are slain 
by the beast that came up from the 
bottomless pit, which made the whole 
city to rejoice. 


Earlier Attempts To Profane the Temple 


This temple site has been a magnet, 
drawing the attention and hopes of 
pagans and of orthodox Jews alike from 
the first century to the twentieth. 
Caligula, Roman emperor from 37-41, 
attempted to set up an image of himself 
in the temple and was only prevented 
from doing so by the fury of the Jews. 
Philo says that Caligula was “so puffed 
up with conceit as not only to say that 
he was God, but to believe himself so.” 
Three centuries later, Julian the Apos- 
tate, the last great enemy of the Chris- 
tian faith in antiquity, emperor of the 
Roman Empire from 361-363, sought to 
restore a temple on the site where Solo- 
mon’s Temple, and Herod’s had stood, 
but was frustrated in carrying out his 
plans. Significantly, Cyril of Jerusalem 
warned Julian that such a rebuilding of 
the temple was not possible until Anti- 
christ should come. In the nineteenth 
century, there was considerable agita- 
tion, even if it were of a dramatic or 
fictional type, for the erection of a Jew- 
ish temple in Jerusalem. Benjamin Dis- 
raeli, the brilliant Jewish prime minister 
of Great Britain, in his now almost for- 
gotten novel, “Alroy,” which he declared 
to be the embodiment of his own ideal 
ambition, makes David Alroy, the hero, 
to say: “You ask me what I wish: my 
answer is the Land of Promise. You 
ask me what I wish: my answer is Jeru- 
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salem. You ask me what I wish: my 
answer is the Temple.” It may not be 
known to many, but as early as 1909, 
before there had been any Balfour Dec- 
laration, the Freemasons of Boston asked 
permission of the United States Gov- 
ernment to raise funds for the building 
of a temple on the temple site in Jeru- 
salem. When the news of Allenby’s 
entrance into Jerusalem reached Eng- 
land, Lord Reading in a quavering voice 
said to Lord Melchett, “Alfred, at last 
the time has come for the rebuilding of 
King Solomon’s temple.” 

Events today are moving so rapidly 
that the rebuilding of this temple, which 
was once considered nothing more than 
a fantastic dream, not only seems pos- 
sible, but inevitable. When Jerusalem 
was taken in 1917, Dr. Richard J. H. 
Gottheil, Professor of Semitic Languages 
at Columbia , University, and for four 
yeats president of the American Fed- 
eration of Zionists, said that this was 
“to every Jew in the world the greatést 
event in history since the destruction of 
the city by the Roman Titus in the year 
70 of our era.” I wonder what this 
learned, passionate Jewish scholar 
would say today in the light of the es- 
tablishment of an actual government of 
Israel in the homeland of the Jews? 
Only one thing stands in the way today 
of the realization of this dream, the pos- 
session of Jerusalem by the Jews, and 
toward this end all their propaganda is 
directed. ‘This has been the center of 
their history and hope for three thou- 
sand years, and the Hebrew nation will 
not be satisfied until they possess the 
actual City of David. Zionism cannot 
be content until it actually embraces 
Zion. 

There are many other prophecies that 
we must yet consider concerning Jeru- 
salem, but I cannot close this first discus- 
sion of the subject without reminding my 
readers of an utterance well-known to 
all Christians everywhere, spoken by 
our Lord on Tuesday of Holy Week: 
“And they shall fall by the edge of the 
sword, and shall be led captive into all 
the nations: and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 
21:24). When we realize that some 
towhs ruled by the Jews today are 
within twenty miles of this city of Jeru- 
salem, and when we realize that there 
is now a government established in Pal- 
estine called Israel, which will be the 
name of the government that will ulti- 
mately set up its capital in Jerusalem, 
then how can we help but be convinced 
that the end of the times of the Gentiles 
could occur within .a very short time? 
This is the most definite statement I 
think I have ever made in prophetic 
matters regarding time. I shrink from 
the setting of dates, and I cannot say “we 
are in the last minute of the last hour 


of this dispensation.” ta student of 
Scripture must not | Fei that 
the possession of Je em not be 
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very far off, with Israel now already 
ruling so large an area in Palestine; 
and I know of no way of interpreting 
our Lord’s words but by believing He 
meant that when this city ceased to be 
under the rule of Gentiles — whether 
that be the Latin kingdom of the cru- 
sades, the rule of the Moslems, the crush- 
ing jurisdiction of the Ottoman Turks, 
or the mandate given to Great Britain 
— when the days of the sovereignty of 
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these various Gentile nations over Jeru- 
salem is ended, the Lord is near at hand. 
I am surprised that we hear so little 
about this in the great Church of Christ 
universal; and yet, even this may be 
according to prophecy, for our Lord 
Himself declared, in His greatest pro- 
phetic discourse, “In an hour that ye 
think not the Son of man cometh” (Matt. 
24: 44). 
(To be continued) 


Increasing Attendance by Soul-Winning 
A Sunday school that carries the Gospc! into the homcs of the community 


“I have planted, Apollos watered; 
but God gave the increase” (1 Cor. 
3:6). 

Y VARIOUS means, much prayer, and 

untiring effort on the part of faith- 

ful workers, our Sunday school attend- 
ance has increased in a period of about 
two years from around sixty to nearly 
two hundred, 

The start. of the increase dates back 
to an evangelistic meeting held for the 
purpose of encouraging house-to-house 
evangelism. The evangelist invited all 
ministers present who would lead in this 
type of work to come to the altar, Then 
he had the members present who would 
help, to come and stand behind these 
ministers. A number of our group ac- 
cepted the challenge. 

Prayer meetings were held for the 
work as it began. The first visits were 
to our Sunday school families, primarily 
to cultivate their friendship and learn 
the background of the home. In this 
way the teachers could better understand 
their pupils. 

We believe that “it is more blessed to 
give than to receive,” and so, in visiting, 
many tracts, Sunday school papers, Bible 
pictures, and the like, were given out. 
Each new person-at Sunday school is 
given a Gospel portion. Each member 
bringing a permanent new member is 
given a white Testament. An envelope 
system of giving was established, and the 
increased offering more than paid for all 
reward material used. 

In the Primary Department, little fish- 
ing poles were made of lead pencils and 
string, and given to the children. They 
sang the song each week, “Fishers of 
Men.” When a new child came, the 
one bringing him was given a candy fish. 
A paper fish pinned on the new child 
gave a means of getting his correct 
name and address. 

All absentees were visited personally, 
if possible. Consistent visiting led to 
homes where children could come if 
transportation was provided. The need 
was presented to the men’s class. 
Several men agreed to make one or more 
trips on Sunday to get these people. It 
is not uncommon for somé men to bring 
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fifteen or twenty members under this 
plan. 

Some families were found where lack 
of proper clothing prevented their com- 
ing. The Young Acult Women’s class 
accepted this necd as their project. The 
need was presented to the whole Sun- 
day school, and .clothing was brought. 
Then on the day of the class’s regular 
social, instead of a party, games, and 
the like, the clothing was sorted, re- 
paired, and a special chairman was ap- 
pointed to distribute it. This chairman 
is a tactful Christian woman, and gives 
the Gospel with the clothing, in Jesus’ 
name. 

The work of our teachers is recognized 
by pastor and superintendent. On pro- 
motion day, children that have accepted 
Christ as Saviour in the class during 
the year are invited to become church 
members. An emphasis is laid all year 
on bringing our pupils to know the Lord. 

Once a year, an appreciation day is 
held for teachers and officers. Certifi- 
cates are given to each, and their work 
is explained as they stand before the 
congregation. The pastor closes with 
a prayer of renewed dedication. This 
service does much to make us all con- 
scious of the value of workers in the 
Sunday school. 

Much credit is due to our pastor, who 
recognizes the value of the Sunday 
school as the right arm of the church. 
Besides teaching a class, leading the 
singing, and the like, the pastor holds 
a membership class once a year. Here 
all wishing to unite with the church are 
given a carefully planned®course of in- 
struction. 

Special programs are planned along 
the line of Christian giving. A Harvest 
Festival, held near Thanksgiving Day, 
gives Sunday school members a chance 
to bring into the Lord’s house a tithe 
of their fruits and vegetables. Tables 
in the front of the church are loaded 
with the offerings. Songs and sermons 
are in line with the theme of giving the 
“first fruits” to the Lord. The gifts are 
then given to a hospital or ‘mission. 

White Christmas is observed. Instead 
of buying elaborate decorations for the 
church, it is trimmed in simple white 
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Then each class takes a special project 
several weeks before Christmas and 
saves extra money for that, for instance, 
special needs among the poor, the hos- 
pitals, orphanages, and the like. At the 
White Christmas service, one member 
of each class lays a little white package 
at the altar, representing their gift. 

The continual outreach of service and 
helpfulness has done perhaps more than 
all else to touch hearts and create 
good will for our school. 

Because of increased attendance, an as- 
sistant pastor was added this year. The 
Lord blessed in sending us a man gifted 
in personal work. The hearts of the 
teachers have been won to this type of 
work as he leads the visitation group and 
teaches new methods. After the class, 
two by two the workers go out to win 
for Christ many in the homes who can 
be reached in no other way. The Lord is 
graciously blessing in giving one or more 
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souls each week. A new field is opening 
up as we find not only a warm welcome 
but hearts that are hungry for Christ. 
In the few short weeks of this specific 
work many, with tears of gratitude, have 
thanked us for telling them of Christ 
who.can meet every need of their lives, 

The number of new people coming has 
rendered our present building far too 
small, so a piece of land has been viewed 
for a new church site. Building plans 
include plenty of individual, soundproof 
classrooms. 

Truly we have seen God leading as 
we have endeavored to walk in His ways. 
Yet from no teacher or officer can you 
hear an expression that human effort has 
brought us these blessings. Pastor and 
people with full hearts say that we have 
tested and proved Christ’s words, “And 
I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me” (John 12:32). 


PORTLAND, OREG. 


Making “Golden Texts” Live 


Memorizing, using, and passing on choice bits from God's Word 


N EXCELLENT practice in many 

Sunday schools is the weekly teach- 
ing of a verse from God's Word, the 
Golden Text. One verse each Sunday 
is no very great strain on one’s mental 
capacity, yet, by attending Sunday 
school on an average of forty Sundays 
a year, in ten years four hundred Golden 
Texts should be firmly fastened in the 
memory. 

My grandmother was a fine Christian 
woman. Through a lifetime of eighty- 
six years she met adversity, sickness, 
and death with faith and courage. Once 
she said to mie, “I am so glad I learned so 
many verses from the Bible in my 
youth.” At seventy, she was still memo- 
rizing from the Daily Scripture Calen- 
dar. I remember a couple of verses we 
learned together, “For I am persuaded, 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom. 8:38, 39). 

There is a beautiful custom of inscrib- 
ing a verse of Scripture on the fiyleaf 
of a gift Bible. When, as a little girl 
of eight, I was baptized as a professed 
believer in and follower of Jesus Christ, 
my father gave me a copy of the New 
Testament. My name, “Margaret,” in 
gold letters, adorned the cover, and on 
the flyleaf was the reference, Luke 18: 
16, “Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not: for of such is 
the kingdom of God.” 

The following Sunday was the recep- 
tion of new members and the Com- 
Munion service. In a very personal way 


By MARGARET M. HAMILTON 


the pastor welcomed each convert and 
assigned to each a verse or verses for 
special consideration. As the youngest 
member to be received, my verses were 
beautifully simple, “Abide in me, and I 
in you,” and, “I am the vine, ye are the 
branches,” portions of verses four and 
five of John 15. Through the years these 
words have become increasingly mean- 
ingful and challenging. 

When one is reading the Bible, it seems 
very often that some particular verse 
was put there especially to meet one’s 
peculiar need at the time. A few years 
ago I found one of these “golden texts.” 
It fitted my need exactly. I was so often 
fearful — trying to meet new responsibil- 
ities at home and to adjust myself to a 
wider sphere of service in my chosen 
profession. I wrote the poignant verse 
on a slip of paper and carried it in my 
purse, 
trust in thee” (Psa. 56:3). It gave buoy- 
ancy to my spirit as I met the daily 
round and common task. 

Then came a special time of stress. I 
had broken my ankle badly — three 
bones, and the ankle twisted! The doc- 
tor set the bones and encased the leg 
in a plaster cast. I thought the worst 
was over. The next day, the X ray 
revealed that one bone was still not in a 
position for mending. Back to the table 
for another anaesthetic and mare work 
on the broken bone. I waited, disturbed 
and anxious! Then, as I tried to sum- 
mon a sustaining thought, came the 
words, “What time I am afraid, I will 
trust in thee.¥ 

“Golden” is indeed the word for these 
texts from God’s Word. If we are for- 
tunate enough to have garnered their 
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riches through the years, are we intent 
on passing on the Word? Do we make 
our “golden texts” live in the under- 
standing and memory of our Sunday 
school pupils? Do we ever give a per- 
sonal testimony as to the help we have 
received from these verses of the Bible? 
Have we encouraged our neighbors and 
friends to value the sacred Book? Let 
us, with renewed consecration and firm 
faith, enlist in a “golden text” campaign, 
remembering God’s promise, “So shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth: it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it” (Isa, 55:11). 
Sr. Joun, N. B. 
ye 


The Christian Fellowship Tour 
in 1949 


RUISING along the sheltered and 

calm waters of the Inside Passage to 
Alaska is a vacation treat that will en- 
chant and delight those who accompany 
The Sunday School Times Christian Fel- 
lowship party this year. Every turn of 
the vessel reveals new,. breath-taking, 
scenic wonders. Towering mountains, 
sweeping down to the water’s edge; tum- 
bling waterfalls; lush vegetation and 
magnificent stands of evergreen forests; 
glimpses of startled wild life as the wash 
of the steamer touches the shore; glori- 
ous sunsets, followed by long northern 
twilights, all combine to fill the days 
with experiences that will never be for- 
gotten. 

At times the steamer slips quietly 
across expanses of indescribably blue- 
green water, dotted with magic islands, 
on any one of which you will not be 
surprised to find a fairy castle. Then the 
ship threads its way along narrow fiords 
with majestic mountains on either side. 
Stops will be made to afford an oppor- 
tunity to go ashore for visits to quaint 
Indian villages, to see colorful totem 
poles and native handicraft. A stop will 
be made at a thriving Canadian port of 
10,000 inhabitants, credited with having 
the third finest harbor in the world. A 
busy pulp and paper town, right in the 
midst of the British Columbia wilder- 
ness, will be visited, and the party will 
travel as far north as Ketchikan, Alaska, 
often called the salmon-canning capital 
of the world, the principal trading cen- 
ter of southeastern Alaska. 

Yet, with these wonders on every 
hand, the party will enjoy the comforts 
of a modern, streamlined and air-condi- 
tioned steamer, excellent and well-pre- 
pared meals, comfortable staterooms, 
deck games for exercise, or comfortable 
deck chairs for lounging and relaxation. 
And all of these features will be enjoyed 
while journeying with fellow Christians 
of like tastes and convictions, many of 
whom will become life-time friends. 

_ (Continued on page 169). . 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 6. PARABLES OF JESUS (Temperance) 
Mark 4; Luke 15:11-24, printed text, Mark 4:1-9; Luke 15:11-14 


Kine JaMEs VERSION 


Mark 4:1 And he began again to teach by the sea side: and 
there’ was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he 
entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude 


was by the sea on the land. 


2 And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto 


them in his doctrine, 


3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: 

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, 
and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up. 

5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth: 
and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth of earth: 

6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it 


had no root, it withered away. 


7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and 


choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


value of illustrations in enforc- 
ing the truths of God’s Word is 
recognized by nearly all who give 
themselves to this ministry. Occasion- 
ally one is found who would decry all 
storytelling as though it lowered the 
standard of preaching or teaching. But 
with the Lord Jesus as our great ex- 
emplar none can take this attitude con- 
sistently. It is written, “Without a 
parable spake he not unto them” (Mark 
4: 34). 

There are two reasons for such a 
method: First, the parable was a chal- 
lenge to call men to attention. Becom- 
ing interested in the story, when there 
was. sincerity of heart there would be 
the desire to discover the truth behind 
the. illustration (Matt. 15:15). In the 
second place, where there was no spir- 
itual exercise at all, the parable would 
have a tendency to manifest men’s true 
condition, shutting them up to hardness 
of heart, that “seeing they might not 
see, and hearing they might not under- 
stand” (Luke 8:10). For it is a prin- 
ciple in the ways of God with men that 
if they choose error rather than truth, 
they will: be given up to strong delu- 
sion, and if they prefer darkness to 
light, they will be given over to judicial 
darkness, so that they will stumble and 
fall in their pride and conceit (Jer, 
13:9). 

The parables of Jesus were, as a rule, 
of very simple character. He spoke of 
things with which his hearers were 
familiar, such as sowing seed, finding a 
lost sheep or a lost coin, wedding fes- 
tivities and rewards for faithful service, 
and a host of things that we might think 
of as very commonplace, but which 
seekers after the truth could apprehend 











Golden Text.—Be not deceived, God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.—Gal. 6:7 


8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and 
some sixty, and some an hundred. 

9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Luke 15:11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me 
the portion of goods that falleth to me. 


them his living. 

















readily and so be guided aright in the 
path of subjection to the Word of God. 


The Historical Setting 

The parable of the Sower was one of 
a series of seven spoken by Jesus by 
the Sea of Galilee, in the early summer 
of A.D. 28. There seems good reason 
to believe that He was describing what 
He and His listeners could actually see 
at the time —a sower scattering seed on 
the hills rising up from the shore. The 
parable of the Prodigal Son was one of 
three, which Jesus related at a dinner 
table when blamed by the Pharisees for 
eating with publicans and sinners. It 
was in a house somewhere in Perza in 
the winter of A.D. 30, 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 4:1.—“He began again to teach 
by the sea side.” The people thronged 
about Him as He stood on the narrow 
beach of the Sea of Galilee, so He en- 
tered into a boat, and, pushing out a 
little from the land, undertook to preach 
and to instruct the throng, who could 
easily hear because the hills rose up 
from the shore, forming a natural amphi- 
theater. . 

Verse 2.—“He taught them many things 
by parables.” He used this method to 
capture their attention and in order that 
the seriously inclined might be led to 
seek out the meaning of the stories or 
illustrations he used. 

Verse 3.—“Behold, there went out a 
sower to sow.” To begin with, He Him- 
self was the sower, and the seed the 
Word of God. Many other sowers have 
gone out since and the results have been 
the same as at the first. 

Verse 4—“Some fell by the way side, 
and the fowls . . . devoured it up.” The 
heavily trodden wayside ground speaks 
of the hard, irresponsive hearts of in- 
different men. They hear, but do not 
heed, and Satan takes away the seed — 





And he divided unto 


13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all 
together, and took his journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with riotous living. 

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in 
that land; and he began to be in want. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are’ copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 









that is, removes any slight impression 
made, lest, as Luke tells us, they should 
believe and be saved. 

Verses 5, 6—“Some fell on stony 
ground, where it had not much earth.” 
This was representative of those shallow 
persons, who, for a time, seem to have 
an interest in the Gospel, but there has 
been no real conviction of sin and hence 
they have no root in themselves. 

Verse 7.—“Some fell among thorns 
... and it yielded no fruit.” These again 
are they who have a casual interest in 
the Word, but are far more concerned 
about the things of this life than about 
the salvation of their souls; so the cares 
of the world and the deceitfulness of 
riches choke the Word and it becomes 
unfruitful. 

Verse 8.—“Other fell on good ground.” 
That is, upon hearts exercised before 
God and prepared by the Holy Spirit, 
so that the Word found root in this 
good soil and bore fruit according to 
each man’s proportion of faith, 

Verse’ 9.—“He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear.” God has given to all 
the ability to hear and heed His Word 
if they will. Therefore, each is respon- 
sible to pay attention to the divine mes- 
sage. 

Luke 15:11—*“*A certain man had two 
sons.” This is a parable drawn not, as 
in the previous instance, from nature, 
but from life. It is really part three 
of one parable, consisting of the lost 
sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son, 
all designed to show God’s interest in 
the needy sinner. Remember, it was 
spoken in answer to the complaint of 
the scribes and Pharisees that Jesus 
received sinners and ate with them, 

Verse 12—“The younger of them said 
to his father, . . . Give’me the portion 
of goods that falleth to me.” The re- 


quest indicated the state of his heart. 
He did not desire to be under his father’s 
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supervision, but rather to be out “on 
his own,” as we say. The father yielded 
to the request. He would not have forced 
obedience. 

Verse 13.—“The younger son .. . took 
his journey into a far country.” He was 
as much a rebel when he crossed his 
father’s threshold as when he reached 
the far country. He pictures those who 
prefer to live their own lives, as they 
say, in utter independence of God. For 
a time such may seem to enjoy the pleas- 
ures of sin, but there comes at last a 
time of bitter remorse. 

Verse 14—“He had spent all.” His 
money was gone, famine faced him, his 
friends forsook him as _ fair-weather 
friends do when need presses upon the 
soul. In his desperation “He . . , joined 
himself to a citizen of that country; and 
he sent him into his fields to feed swine.” 
For a young Jew this was the very depth 
of degradation, but he was to learn in 
this way the folly of having left the 
father’s house. 

The present lesson stops at this four- 
teenth verse. The story of his repent- 
ance and reception by ‘the father is told 
in the verses that follow and should 
not be passed over. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Who has not found his heart strangely 
moved as he has read and pondered the 
parables of the Lord Jesus Christ? Their 
beauty and simplicity appeal to young 
and-old alike, but only those reap last- 
ing benefit therefrom who look to God 
to reveal and impress upon heart and 
mind the great spiritual truths that they 
were intended to illustrate. Jesus was 
the master-preacher. He sought first 
of all to gain the attention of His hearers 
and then to awaken their consciences, 
for, after all, we do not learn the truth 
of God through the intellect alone, but 
primarily through the conscience. Let 
us therefore pay close attention to the 
parables, that we may not miss the truth 
they are designed to set forth. 


Lesson Outline 
Two PARABLES 

. Sowing the seed (Mark 4: 1-3) 

. Three kinds of disappointing hearers 
(vs. 4-7) 

. The responsive hearer (v. 8) 

. The challenge to hear (v. 9) 

. A foolish and wayward son (Luke 15: 
11-13) 

. The wages of sin (vs. 14-16) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Prodigal Son. The question has 
often been raised, Does he represent a 
child of God out of communion and 
later a restored backslider, or is this a 
Picture of the heart of God going out 
to a lost sinner? It seems evident that 
the latter is the only view that fits all 
the facts. The threefold parable goes 
together and gives the seeking Saviour, 
the enlightening Holy Spirit, and the 
Father’s welcome to the repentant sin- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9, February 27.—The Standards of the 
Matthew 5 to 7 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1l, March 13.—Jesus’ Ministry to 
Human Need. 


Mark 5; 6:31-44; Luke 7:18-23; 19:1-10 








ner. It could not be said of a restored 
backslider that he “was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found.” But 
this is true of the sinner coming to God 
in repentance. We need to remember 
that the Jewish’ people were viewed as 
in covenant relation to God; therefore 
He was rightly portrayed as the Father 
of Israel. Both sons represent sinners 
who are unresponsive to the Father’s 
love. The younger son is the self-willed, 
careless sinner. The elder son is the 
self-righteous, haughty sinner who can- 
not understand the grace of God. 


Summaries and Applications 


They who preach the Gospel should 
not be discouraged when few seem to 
respond to their message. When the 
greatest of all Preachers was here, only 
one type of hearers in four received life 
through the Word. 

Our responsibility is to sow the seed. 
It is God who gives the increase and He 
has declared that. His Word shall not 
return unto Him void, but it shall ac- 
complish that for which He has sent it 
(Isa. 55:11). 

It is not always a sign of encourage- 
ment when people receive the Word 
with joy. Often it indicates a lack of 
seriousness and a failure to realize the 
enormity of sin as a terrible offense to 
a holy God. 

Things which are perfectly allowable 





Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 


The honorary degree of Doctor of Divin- 
ity was conferred upon Paster J. C. 
Macaulay at the winter Commencement 
exercises at Wheaton College, held on Fri- 
day, January 28. “Christ Pre-eminent” 
was the subject of the Commencement 
address given by Pastor Macaulay.—Editor. 





HAT is a parable? 
2. Why did Jesus use parables? 

3. How do parables affect (a) the unspirit- 
ual mind, (b) the spiritual mind? 

4. Why was our Lord disturbed over the 
disciples’ inability to interpret the parable 
of the Sower? 

5. What is the basic lesson of this parable? 

6. Why is the seed scattered so indiscrimi- 
nately? 

7. How many of the four “soils’”” represent 
saved people? 

8. How does Satan snatch away the good 
seed from a heart? 

9. What criticism called forth the parables 
of Luke. 15? 

10. What is the chief emphasis in these 
parables? : 

11. What other spiritual lessons can be ex- 
tracted from this series? 


(Answers on page 166) 
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and proper in themselves may be the 
means of one’s eternal ruin if he allows 
himself to become so occupied with fam- 
ily cares and business responsibilities 
that he neglects the salvation of his soul, 

The younger ‘son’s demand of his 
father indicated a rebellious will anda 
desire to ‘throw off all restraint and live 
to please himself. This is the very es- 
sence of sin, which is lawlessness, or 
self-will. God’s will is the only right 
principle to guide the life. 

Winona LAKE, IND. 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who hast spoken to us 
through Jesus Christ Thy final word, 
help us to hear and heed that word as 
it comes to us in our lesson today. We 
thank Thee for our Saviour; for the 
words He spoke in His life; for the sal- 
vation He accomplished by His death and 
resurrection; and for the transformed life 
that follows where men receive Him. 
Send the Gospel story out today anew 
in mighty power here and in every place 
to bring many to yield to Christ and 
find joy and peace in believing. Make 
plain the true and right way before all 
leaders of men, and incline them to walk 
therein. To the slaves of sin give re- 
pentance and faith that they may be 
set free. To the oppressed, to the poor, 
the sad, and the suffering give fresh 
hope and Heaven’s help. Pardon our 
sins, purify our hearts, and guide ou> 
steps into the way of Thy choosing that 
our lives may honor Thee and serve and 
bless all whom we influence. We ask 
all in humble reliance upon. Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today we have 
heard the story of the seed and the soils, 
The seed that fell on the wayside path 
couldn’t get in. That which fell on the 
shallow soil got in but could not get 
down. What fell on the weedy soil got 
in and got down, but could not get up. 

DEEDS 


IN ARE 
SEEDS OF Sorrow 


But on the good soil the seed got in, 
got down, and got up into full growth 
and fruitage. Then there was the story 
of the young man who went with the 
wrong crowd, lived fast and loose, and 
ended penniless, friendless, and hungry. 
What kind of soil had his heart been? 
We may be sure that his good father 
had sown God’s truth in his heart, but 
if it got in and took some root, it could 
not grow up and bear the fruit of a 
good and useful life. The pleasures of 
the world were the weeds that crowded 
his heart soil and kept God’s Word from 
growing there. ; 
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It is often that way with people, espe- 
cially young people. The rush after 
what they call “a good time” leaves no 
room for the Word of God to grow and 
bear fruit there. Instead, from the weeds 
of self-indulgence come bitter fruits. 
The prodigal’s wild fling of spending 
and “boozing” brought the bitterness of 
poverty and forsakenness, and that kind 
of life brings just such bitter fruit to- 
day. Don’t drive God to do with you 
what He did with the prodigal — clear 
the weeds out of your life by suffering. 
Begin now to obey His Word, and life’s 
reaping for you will be not saddening, 
but gladdening. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


The Busy Men’s Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And there wasted his substance with 
riotous living” (Luke 15:13).—This be- 
ing the Temperance Lesson, we shall 
dwell particularly on that phase of the 
lesson. 

The Lord did not give us the details 
of the “riotous living” on the part of 
the prodigal son in the far country, 
hence we cannot say what portion of his 
substance he wasted on liquor; but we 
do know that modern prodigals cer- 
tainly waste a large portion of their 
means on alcoholic beverages. 

But drinking in this country is by no 
means limited to characters generally 
called “prodigals.” All classes must be 
guilty of indulging, for the national ex- 
penditure for tiquor amounts to almost 
ten billion dollars annually. 

While the liquor interests are about 
to make America a nation of “alcoholics 
unanimous,” a group of Chicago’s promi- 
nent businessmen have proclaimed a 
“declaration of independence from all 
cocktail parties.” These staid members 
of the Union League Club gave as their 
reason for this declaration that they are 
dismayed at the results of the example 
they are setting before the younger gen- 
eration. 

That is good enough as far as it goes, 
for reformation is an admirable thing 
in itself, but regeneration is the essen- 
tial thing. A born-again person is a 
partaker “of the divine nature” (2 Pet. 
1:4), and no longer lives “the rest of 
his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, 
but to the will of God.” 

Bible Christians agree with the Apostle 
Peter, who said, “For the time past of 
our life may suffice us to have wrought 
the will of the Gentiles, when we -valked 
in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, 
revellings, banquetings, and abominable 
idolatries.” 

Just received my copy of the Chris- 
tian Home Messenger, official organ of 
the Christian Home League and Book 
Fellowship International, the leading arti- 
cle of which is an illustration of this 
point, 
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Mrs. John Wheelock, 
American Indian, was led to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ de- 
spite a drinking husband’s opposition. 
She lives with her husband and family 
on the Onondaga Indian Reservation, 
just south of Syracuse, N. Y. Five of 
her daughters have gone to Bible school 
in preparation for Christian work — one 
of them is now a minister’s wife. One 
other daughter 





February 19, 1949 








Eastman Conference Seminary in Maine. 
Some time later she secured employ- 
ment at Rochester, N. Y. 

Some of her friends had hopes that 
she would be a medical missionary in 
Buenos Aires, but she was unsaved at 
that time and longed to return to her 
own people. There she met and mar- 
ried John Wheelock, who had a difficult 
time leaving liquor alone. It was not 
long before poverty again stalked her 
path. Through long years of bearing 


a ,Christian 


is working with the 








“G. I.’s of the Cross,” that splendid troup 
of ex-servicemen and women who are 
carrying ’on a house-to-house visitation 
work of soul-winning across the country. 

Life has not been easy for Mrs. Whee- 
lock. Born Margaret Elm, of the Oneida 
Tribe, little Margaret was sent to an 
institution in Philadelphia (The Lincoln 
Institute) at the age of four because of 
poverty at home. From there Margaret 
went to the famous Carlisle School for 
American Indians and took some voca- 
tional training until seventeen years of life. 


pression.” 


invitation: 


give you rest.” 


and rearing children—ten of them — 
Margaret Wheelock battled “demon rum” 
along with sickness and “old man de- 


One day in desperation over her fiery 
trials, Margaret dropped on her knees 
and heartily responded to the Saviour’s 
“Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
Securing the rest she 
craved, she began a beautiful Christian 


age, when she returned to New York. 

Although unsaved, 
habit of attending religious services, 
where she made the acquaintance of 
ministers—one of whom 
scholarship for her at Cazenova Insti- 
tute. 


For years she endured the opposition 
of her drink-loving husband. The police 
knew what it was literally to pick him 
up out of the gutters of downtown Syra- 
cuse, where he had fallen in drunken 
stupors. He would shower abuse upon 
mother and children alike. More.than 


she formed the 


secured a 


Later she was transferred to the 
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once, when John Wheelock could not 
find work, the family held on to God 
in believing prayer for the necessities 
of life. Those prayers were always an- 
swered. Once, two days before Christ- 
mas, when there was no way ‘in sight 
of providing even a stick of candy for 
the children, a. total stranger brought 
a whole bag of toys and came back the 
next day with sufficient food to make a 
real feast for the entire family. 

But Christmas of 1948 was the happiest 
of all in the Wheelock family history, 
for the deepest desire of Margaret’s heart 
has been fulfilled — her husband is saved 
and is bearing jubilant testimony to the 
saving power of the Gospel of Christ. 
He is rejoicing in the Lord who can 
deliver even from the long developed 
liquor habit. 

What the Saviour did for John Whee- 
lock, He can, and will do, for all who 
put their trust in Him. 

He can break the chain that binds you, 

Raging thirst, or deeds unholy; 

Satan’s bondage now that grinds you, 

Come ! Come today ! 


Wawona, CALir, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, THe Sunpay ScHoo. 

Times goes into many rural sec- 
tions, where boys’ classes are made up 
of fellows who live on farms. May God 
bless them! Farms are the groundwork 
of our nation’s prosperity. Emerson 
said, “The first farmer ‘was the first man, 
and all historic nobility rests on posses- 
sion and use of land.” And Daniel Web- 
ster remarked: “When tillage begins, 
other arts follow. The farmers, there- 
fore, are the founders of human civil- 
ization.” — 

So you farm boys are likely to be 
particularly interested in this parable of 
our Lord, the Sower and the Seed. And 
I would ask, What do you think of that 
sower? Wouldn’t you think he would 
know that much of the seed he was 
broadcasting was being blown by the 
wind across the fence into the road 
where the birds would greedily pick it 
up? Could he not see that the air was 
filled with these flying robbers? And 
why did he allow his sowing to fall upon 
that ground that was hard and covered 
with rocks? Shouldn’t he have known 
that even if the seed did sprout and 
come up, it had no chance to grow, 
but would wither and die when the sun 
beat down upon it? And worst of all, 
the brier patch! What chance would 
grain have for fruitage, when it was 
choked with thorns? Would you vote that 
farmer in as a worthy member of your 
local Grange? Perhaps not. But if you 
are laying all the emphasis on the sower 
you are missing the main point of the 
lesson, for you are the soil. 

Which brings us to the most important 
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question you might answer right now: 
In the light of this parable, and our 
Lord’s interpretation of it, what kind of 
soil are you? Are you the wayside, 
which has to do only with the passing 
events, existing only in the present with 
no thought of the future? If so, the 
gracious seed of God’s Word will have 
little chance to bear its happy fruit in 
your life; for no sooner does it fall upon 
your ear or under your eye than it is 
plucked away by the cawing crows of 
trivialities that fill the atmosphere about 
you. Or, are you that stony ground, 
which readily receives, but has no depth 
of soil, no quiet moments of serious re- 
flection, no anchored purpose; so that 
when the arid heat of criticism or mock- 
ery is poured out upon you, the momen- 
tary inspiration you felt when God’s 
Word came to you dries out and withers, 
finding no deep-rooted purpose in which 
to germinate and grow. Or can it be 
that your soil has hidden itself among 
the thorns — gotten so involved and en- 
gulfed in a worldly life, its engagements, 
its noise, and its ambitions, making it 
impossible for the spirit of you to grow 
into a spiritual life that will invest time 
and eternity in joy and praise — the life 
for which God made you to live, and 
for which Jesus Christ died on Calvary 
that you might have. That is the all- 
important question for you to consider 
and answer, fellows. And I am confi- 
dent that if you are willing to think of 
it intelligently and prayerfully (for the 
big, vital things of life should be con- 
sidered only in that way), you will de- 
cide that you want to be that good 
ground, which is careful to hear the 
Word and read the Word and ponder the 
Word, in order that you will yield a rich 
harvest to “the Lord of the harvest.” 

It is the only way to have a happy 
life, to be a blessing to the world, and 
to gain the crown of eternal life, 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
w 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivien D. Gunderson 
SowInc AND REAPING 


UR Golden Text and the verses fol- 
lowing it should be memorized by 
every Christian. Helen has written it 
on the board for us. We will say it 
together, taking turns erasing some word 
in it. By the time it is all erased per- 
haps you can each say it by heart. 
We so often forget that our lives are 
a sowing time. That is, everything we 
do will bring some result. Every seed 
sown will raise a harvest either in this 
life or in the next. It is.so easy to drift 
along doing what other people do, with- 
out realizing that everything we do is 
either sowing seed that will bring a 
harvest we shall be glad to reap, or else 
seed that will bring a most unhappy 


result, 


The crop is always larger ‘than the 
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amount of seed sown. : When we re- 
member that a great crop can come from 
very small seed, we shall be careful 
what kind of. seed we sow. 

Some people think that it doés not 
matter what a Christian does because 
the Lord will forgive him if he con- 
fesses his sin. It is true that “if we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
But although the Lord is ready to for- 
give us and to restore us to fellowship 
with Himself, that does not change Gala- 
tians 6:7, 8. Who can say those two 
verses? 

Many young people have come to me 
expressing regret about what they have 
sown. I know a girl who got away from 
the Lord and married an unsaved man, 
when she was only nineteen. She bit- 
terly regretted it afterward when the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


PARABLES OF SESUS 
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70 the Spirit 
of Christian 
Love “Sired 7 


vW 


“I know many refugees,” 
writes our representative in 
France, “who dre praying again 
and again that the spirit of 
Christian love will not get 
tired in America.” 

We are faced with a con- 
stant cry for help from the 
thousands of Hebrew Chris- 
tians in Europe, who are still 
suffering from extreme ex- 
haustion and distress as the 
aftermath of an unprecedent- 
ed calamity. 


The Friends of Israel Mis- 
sionary and Relief Society, 
Inc., continues to serve in the 
Lord’s name, supplying food 
for the hungry, clothing for the 
ill-clad, and the word of com- 
fort and life to the despondent. 


God forbid that the spirit of 
Christian love should ever be- 
come tired. This hate-ridden 
and distressed world would 
then become totally unlivable 
for our Lord’s “little ones.” 


Help us to keep aloft the 
torch of His light and love in 
places of distress. Your pray- 
erful fellowship and co-opera- 
tion for this great Christian 
service and testimony to the 
Children of Israel is warmly 
invited. 

WwW 


The Friends of Israel 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Dr. Joseph T. Britan, Treasurer 
Rev. Victer Buksbazen, B.D., General Secretary 
Treasurer for Canada: 
REV. BRUCE MILLAR, B.A., B.D. 


Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontaric, Canada 


Ou: “Israel M: lly 
bp ow age amr ifemmngrign Appa: ‘a angen 
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romance had worn off, and, oh, how she 
longed to be free once more! She said, 
“I don’t see why saying a few words in 
front of a preacher should make me 
have to live my whole life with a man 
I cannot bear.” But we had to tell her 
that her marriage vows were binding till 
death. She finally came back to the 
Lord and was forgiven, but that did not 
annul her marriage. The rest of her life, 
unless her husband is saved, she will 
have to reap the sad result of sowing 
to the flesh when she was in her teens. 

Another girl was courted by an‘ un- 
saved man. She told him, as soon as 
she feared he might become serious, that 
she would never marry an unsaved man, 
He said to her: “I know that. The fact 
that you take your religion so seriously 
is one of the things I liked about you in 
the first place. I will join and support 
the church of your choice.” 

She said, “That will not do. God’s 
Word says, ‘Ye must be born again.’ I 
could never marry any man unless he 
had been born again.” Her admirer 
could not understand this because he 
was considered a fine young man. - He 
did not smoke, drink, or swear. Be- 
sides he was comparatively well off, 
whereas she was a poor schoolteacher. 
He was offended at her, and all her rela- 
tives told her she was crazy to refuse 
a splendid young man, especially when 
he was even willing to join her church. 

But this girl was determined to spend 
her life sowing to the Spirit instead of 
sowing to the flesh, and she knew that 
she must obey 2 Corinthians 6:14 at any 
cost. The young man assured her that he 
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Was not an “unbeliever,” but she knew 
that that verse meant that she should 
not marry anyone who had not been 
born again. So she took her stand 
firmly. 

The young man’s parents sent him 
abroad to forget her, but he could not. 
Instead of that God met him and he was 
really born again. He cabled the mes- 
sage to her, and after they were mar- 
ried what did she reap? A husband 
who was never tired of telling how much 
he owed her and praising her faithful- 
ness to God, which had resulted in his 
salvation. They had a happy Christian 
home, where many found Christ, and 
their children are all servants of the 
Lord today, and likewise have Chris- 
tian homes. 

In our lesson today we have the story 
of the Prodigal Son. This is one of the 
most beautiful stories in the Bible. How 
it reveals the Father’s heart of love! 
But today I want you especially to 
notice the son. He wasted his substance 
in riotous living. What was the result? 
“He began to be in want.” He sowed 
extravagance and wild oats. He reaped 
“want,” and was finally reduced to feed- 
ing pigs. No job could be more dis- 
tasteful to a Jew. But even at feeding 
pigs he could not make enough to get 
sufficient food, let alone clothing and 
shelter. Notice the word “began.” “Be- 
gan” signifies starting something and 
does not suggest an ending. If the prodi- 
gal had remained in the far country he 
would never have stopped being in want. 

You all knew the happy ending to the 
story. The fc‘her received him with 
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open arms and reinstated him as his 
son. “And they began to be merry.” 
The rejoicing over the return of the 
prodigal never ended. But— it does not 
say that he regained his inheritance. 
That had been wasted with riotous liv- 
ing, and from what we read of the elder 
son I am quite sure he hung on tight 

to his portion. The prodigal was for- 
given and welcomed, but that did not 
undo the past. 

It is true that God is able and willing 
to save to the uttermost and He can 
raise people from the very depths of 
sin. But He is also able to keep from 
sin, and how much happier that is! If 
we are kept from sin, we need not reap 
corruption. 

If we habitually sow to the Spirit 
instead of to the flesh, I do not believe 
anyone will even so much as offer us 
liquor or cigarettes, or anything which 
is dishonoring to the Lord. I know a 
Christian girl whose testimony for the 
Lord was so clear that the superintend- 
ent of schools apologized to her per- 
sonally for telling a doubtful joke in 
her presence. And one day when she 
went to call at a home, she saw the 
lady of the house hastily thrust her 
cigarette into the stove before answer- 
ing the door. This woman said to one 
of their mutual friends, “I do hope 
did not see my cigarette.” The woman 
to whom she spoke was a Christian, and 
she replied, “I do not know whether she 
saw it or not, but I am sure the Lord 
did.” This girl had never said one word 
to that woman about smoking, but some- 
how she felt ashamed for the girl to 
know that she did. Why? Perhaps there 
was a little breath of heavenly purity 
about her. There should be about every 
one of us, 

Our other parable for today is the 
story of the Sower in Mark 4. Let us 
read it together. Are you and I sowing 
the Word of God? If we are, there is 
bound to be a harvest. The seed of 
the Word cannot return void to the God 
who gave it. True, some may fall on 
stony or shallow ground, but some will 
fall on good ground if we are in the 
Spirit, and God will prosper it. Let 
us pray that we may constantly sow 
that precious seed and that our lives 
and our personalities may be such that 
what we say will have real influence. 

Let us close by singing “Bringing in 
the Sheaves.” 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they 
know what to buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
of importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 
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plan your purchases with the help H 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Story Jesus Told (Luke 15:11-13, 17-24) 


OW people like to listen to stories! 
Does your teacher at school tell or 
read stories to you? Perhaps your pub- 
lic library has a story hour on Saturday, 
No doubt, you read many stories in 
books yourselves. Most wonderful of all 
stories are the ones about the Lord Jesus, 
Because people like and remember 
stories, the Lord did much of His teach- 
ing by telling stories. You remember, 
“Jesus went about... teaching in their 
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom” (Matt. 4:23, last Sunday’s 
Memory Verse). Do you remember what 
He taught them (and you) in our last 
lesson? (To love their enemies.) Did 
you follow and obey Him in that this 
week? Tell us your experiences. To 
show how God does that very thing — 
loves those who are unkind and disobe- 
dient—the Lord Jesus told the story 
of a father and his son. It is one of the 
most famous stories in the whole world, 
The son was one of those boys who 
think they know more than their fathers, 
He wished he had, right then, all the 
money he would .get when his father 
died so that he could spend it and have 
a good time. He was very unhappy at 
home because he wanted his own way 
and would not obey his loving father, 
who tried to train him to be good for 
something. One day the bold boy asked 
his father right out for all his share of 
the property. -And surprise! his father 
gave it to him! In a few days the son 
was all packed up, and off for a good 
time with all his money, far from his 
father’s “donts.” And did he have a 
good time? For a while. Money flew 
fast. But worse than that — off with the 
fast young friends who helped him 
spend his money in wild parties in that 
far country, he did many things Dad 
had always told him not to do, sinful, 
bad things, that hurt his health and life 
and other people. 

By-and-by his money was all gone — 
then his friends left him, too. Nobody 
cared about him. The only job he could 
find was feeding hogs. At last he be- 
came so hungry he would have been 
glad to eat the food the hogs had, but 
nobody gave him even that. Then he 
thought: “Why, my father’s hired men 
have all they want to eat, and here I am 
starving to death. I will go home and 
say, ‘Father, I disobeyed God, and I dis- 
obeyed you. I don’t deserve to be your 
son any longer, but please let me be one 
of your hired men.’” And off he started 
for home. 

When he got there, tired, dirty, and 
hungry, did his father say, “Serves him 
right — wasting all that money, and be- 
ing such a bad boy”? Oh, no, Father 
was watching for him, hoping he would 
come. He ran out to meet him, hugged 
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him tight, and kissed him. The son told 
his father how bad he had been. But 
the father had him all dressed up in fine 
clothes, and then there was a welcome- 
home party with the best of food. The 
father was so happy when his bad son 
came back home. 

What a happy ending for a sad story! 
God is like that father. When we dis- 
obey and go off and do wrong things, 
He doesn’t enjoy punishing us; He isn’t 
wanting to send us to hell. Oh, no, He 
is just waiting for us to be sorry enough 
to come back and say so. Then He is 
happy to have us back with Him; He 
gives us good things we do not deserve; 
and we all have a happy time together. 
“Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to for- 
give” (Psa, 86:5, Memory Verse). You 
may be thinking of things you have done 
recently, which you know did not please 
the Lord. You may have gone away 
from Him, and been disobedient. He 
is waiting for you to come and say you 
are sorry, and He will take you back. 


Orono, MAINE, 
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When God intends to fill a soul, He 
first makes it empty; . . . when He in- 
tends to exalt a soul, He first makes it 
humble; when He intends to save a soul, 
He first makes it sensible of its own 
miseries, wants, and nothingness.— 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the og upon which illus- 
trations are accepted d from the 
Times for 15 cents a cOPF sit is +} -+f for ‘each 
illustration accepted, an best one. 
Illustrations must reach = Times three 
months in advance of the lesson. and should 
not be clip: from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on =e printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper sh le, readers are asked to 

imit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

When You Are the Owner !—Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap (Gal; 6:7, Golden Text). A Com- 
munist agitator rode into Hyde Park, 
and after leaving his bicycle against the 
railings; mounted a soap box and pro- 
ceeded to address the crowd. “If your 
family is hungry,” he shouted, “raid a 
shop and take food for them, and don’t 
care what anyone says. If your wife 
hasn’t got a coat, pick the best fur coat 
you can see and ignore the conse- 
quences!” After several more minutes 
in this strain, he dismounted from his 
soap box, and his next words were, “Who 
are the scoundrels who pinched my 
bike?”—From the Toronto Globe. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Washable Virtues—And because it 
had no root, it withered away (Mark 
4:6). In the early days, when fabrics 
were made and dyed at home, it was 
not always easy to get a fast color. A 
good Quaker father inscribed under the 
record of his child’s birth this quaintly 
worded petition: “And fit her for her 
long journey, O Lord, with virtues that 
will wash.”—From Forward. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Fifty Converts From One Prayer.— 
And other fell on good ground, and did 
yield fruit that sprang up and increased 
(Mark 4:8). Night was coming on. A 
young man, tired and hungry, stopped 
at a farmhouse in Brazil, requesting a 
place to sleep. The kindly farmer in- 
vited him in, but, on learning that the 
stranger was a Protestant, said: “I dare 
not let you remain in my house. The 
priest has forbidden our entertaining 
Protestants. But you are tired, and so 
I offer you a place in the barn. Let no 
one know you had shelter here.” When 
the stranger had eaten a good supper, 
he knelt in the kitchen and offered a 
prayer, thanking God for His goodness 
and asking His blessing on each member 
of the family. Then he went to the barn 
and slept on the hay. In the morning, 
after he had eaten breakfast, the farmer 
said, “Pray again. We had never heard 
a prayer until last evening.” The young 
man pfayed, and, upon leaving, he 


handed the farmer a copy of the Bible, | 


as a gift of thanks. Eagerly the man 
read it, and when, a short time later, 
a missionary went to that community, 
he found over fifty. converts awaiting 
baptism. With the missionary’s help a 
church with more than fifty members 
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was organized.—From the Commission, 
S.B.C. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Peters- 
burg, Va. 


More Than a Lecture.—And brought 
forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and 
some an hundred (Mark 4:8). While 
in the Moody Bible Institute in 1892, 
many incidents made a lasting impres- 
sion on my mind. One day when Dr. 
Ross from Glasgow, Scotland, gave the 
eleven o’clock lecture, one of the Chi- 
cago papers sent over a reporter to take 
the lecture. He was a sandy-haired, 
nervous fellow. When Dr. Ross finished, 
the reporter got up and asked Dr. Torrey 
if he might say a few words. Permission 
was given, and he said, “Young people, 
I came here to take the lecture, and I 
hold it in my hand, but I go away with 
Jesus Christ in my heart.” Charles Alex- 
ander began to sing, “Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow.” I think it was 
the only time I ever heard it sung as it 
was that day. The dinner bell rang, 
but the students remained in the lecture 
room until four o’clock, praying.—From 
L. S. Schermerhorn, in the Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


Trained Hearing.—He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear (Mark 4:9). What 
trained ears a captain needs to hear the 
different signals in a fog and so know his 
position—to hear and read an echo! 
A ship was in a fog on one of the Cana- 
dian lakes. The captain’s face suddenly 
became tense, then perplexed. He rang 
for slowed engines, then for reversed 
engines. The whistle shrieked, but no 
answer came. “There’s something dead 
ahead,” he declared. “I get an echo from 
something.” Just then the fog lifted a 
little, and not ten feet from the bow 
was a huge steel scow which had broken 
loose from harbor and drifted. A lands- 
man said he had heard no echo. The 
captain chuckled, “It’s a matter of an 
educated hearing.” God gave us ears, 
but we don’t always train them.—From 
the Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


His Story in the Book.—Father, give 
me the portion of goods that falleth to 
me (Luke 15:12). The old system of the 
family unit still stands in the East. The 
daughters join the family circles of their 
husbands, and the sons bring their wives 
home to the ever-enlarging family clans 
of their fathers. Occasionally a son is 
hot content with this circumscribed ar- 
rangement. He thinks that he could 
have more freedom, money, and income 
if'he were independent and not a part of 
a group. He demands his -inheritance. 
He breaks the circle. If he is the old- 
est, he gives up his birthright as future 
head of the family. It is a sad day when 
this happens. Yet, more and more is it 
happening. -A pastor in South-China de- 
scribed the rebellion of his young heart, 
the covetousness of his mind, and the sins 
that led him from his father’s home. 
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Then, one day in Canton, “broke,” sick, 
and discouraged, he dropped into a mis- 
sion and heard the story of the “Prodi- 
gal Son.” He was furious—who had 
put his story in a book to be read: in 
public and to make him “lose face”? 
Raging and muttering his grievances, he 
started to leave the small room, when a 
strong arm slipped around him. The 
evangelist explained that this was an- 
other boy about whom Jesus told. In- 
terested in Jesus because he knew a boy 
like him and because the father received 
that other prodigal, he waited, listened. 
He was saved to return home also. To- 
day his favorite sermon is this parable. 
— From Inabelle Coleman, in the 
Teacher, S.B.C. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Petersburg, Va. Prize illustration. 


Double Safety—He . . wasted his 
substance with riotous living (Luke 15: 
12, 13). The driver is safer when the 
roads are dry, and the roads are safer 
when. the driver is dry.—From Union 
Signal. Sent by Emma Fisk, Boonville, 
} ae 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


HIS is the old story of the Prodigal 

Son. I cannot see any reason for 
cutting out part of the story, so tell it 
all. Incidentally, it is a story that can 
be told over and over to children. For 
several years our two grandsons would 
beg, “Grandma, tell about the Prodigal 
Son. .I like to hear about how sorry he 
was because he had been bad.” Make 
the story real. 

A real father, a “certain man,” had 
two sons. They had probably both been 
good boys, one dutiful and obedient, and 
the other restless. One of the boys said 
in his heart, if not out loud, “Wait till 
I’m of age, I'll get out of this little hole 
and go to New York, or Chicago. I'll 
see the world, and have some fun.” His 
city of dreams might even have been 
Jerusalem. : 

And his father divided his property 
and gave this gay young son his share. 
Many fathers have done that. Some- 
times the sons make good; but many 
other times they do what this boy did 
—he went to the city and spent his 
money having a big time. He had many 
friends — a fellow has no trouble getting 
friends while his money lasts. But it 
never lasts long. And one day he had 
no more money, and then—he had no 
friends! He tried to borrow a little 
from some of the fellows he had treated, 
and spent money on, but they had no 
money to lend him. He was hungry. 
Nobody fed him. 

Then he got a job. And such a job 
it was—for a Jew. You know the Jews 
did not want anything to do with hogs, 
for the hog was an unclean animal, ac- 
cording to the Law of Moses, and we 
all know that.no matter how you look 
at. it, a hog is an unclean animal. It is 
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not a nice job, taking care of hogs, at 
least not for a gay young man who had 
never worked very, much. But he took 
the job, for the pay he would get. And 
he was so hungry he would have been 
willing to eat the hogs’ food! 

Then he had time to think. Some- 
times we can think better when our 
stomachs are empty. He thought about 
his father’s house, and how nice every- 
thing was there; how even the servants 
had good places to sleep, and plenty to 
eat. And the more he thought about 
it, the worse he felt. At first he was 
just sorry for himself, then I think 
he began to see how foolish he had been, 
how wrong he had been to take part of 
his father’s money and throw it away 
on wicked living. 

Then he decided he would go back 
home, and he would tell his father he 
didn’t. deserve to be his son, but that 
he would be willing to become a hired 
servant. When he made this decision, 
he started home. Don’t you think he 
went as fast as he could? Oh, he walked 
fast and took all the short cuts. He 
was wondering what his father would 
say. Would he let him come back and 
be a servant? Did his father still love 
him? He had treated his father pretty 
bad—he probably never sent him a 
word after he left. 

Then he came over the last. hill, and 
there was the old place. Funny how 
good it.looked to him now — it used to 
look like an “old dump.” And who was 
this, coming running to meet him? Why, 
it was Dad! He must have been sort 
of watching for him. 

He began his story about being a 
hired servant, but his father didn’t wait 
for him to finish. He kissed this boy in 
rags and dirt, and he called the servants. 
“Get some good clothes for him and 
shoes and a ring, and go and kill that 
fat calf that has been waiting for just 
this celebration.” 

What a story! 
this Prodigal Son.. They turn away from 
God, even when they have been brought 
up in a Christian home and gone to 
Sunday school from babyhood, and they 
go out and waste their life in doing 
wicked things. Oh, what an awful time 
they have! Sin always costs the sinner 
a terrible price. He pays in suffering. 
But when he turns back to his Father 
in Heaven, He forgives and receives him. 
But I like to think about what the father 
said to the older son who did not go 
away, “All that I have is thine.” Let us 
not be prodigal children, for there are 
prodigal daughters, too. Let us stay 
and serve the Heavenly Father al- 
ways. 

Fexton, Cauir, 

w 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Higgins Bay, Dept. 8, New York 
Resident — Extension — Extra-Mural. Usual degrees. 
$300 covers all resident expenses. 


5000 Workers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, calendars, 
greeting cards. Good commission, Send for 
free catalog and price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 




















When answering advertisements, 
weention "The Sanday Schecl Thecs” 
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Comfortitig, encouraging messages of cheer to the sick, 
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with BIBLE TEXT. For SALE and for PERSONAL 
use. BOXED assortments andin BULK. Write for 
Price List. 
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MONEY FOR YOU 


oe to 50 cent profit selling cards, 
eds, Bibles, sad 100 other items. 
rage carrying case. Write for in- 
formation. 
Gladway Card and Bible House 
ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 
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JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 


Siloam Springs and Sutphur Springs, Ark. 
All Grades Through 4-Years College 
Evengelical - Interdenominational. 
degrees in numerous fields of Vocational 
Specialization. 
Dr. Joha E. Brown, Founder 


For full information, address: 
John E. Brown, Jr. 
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A Handsome Book 


Durably bound in cloth with tinted 


handy thumb index, $10.75. _ 
At oll bookstores 
FUNK & WAGNALLS CO. 
153 £, 26th $t., N.Y, 10 





The most useful Concordance 
to the Holy Bible! 


Young’s 
ANALYTICAL CONCORDANCE 
TO THE BIBLE 


Dagar he alphabetical order for easy reference 

—Hebrew and Greek words given in the orig- 

“a inal with pronunciation, meanings and appearances 
in parallel passages—Date and era given for every 
Biblical Character—Analytical values are stressed— 
Features Index Lexicons to Old and New Testaments 
—Covers modern archaeological discoveries 
Middle East. 


edges 
and gift jacket. 311,000 lines of Biblical 
and word references. 


1259 pages, $10.00. With 


in the 
Clip coupon and mal) te your bookstore. 





Please send... copies of Young's 

Concordance @ $10.00 and/or 
weneuopies Of same with thumb ~ 

index @ $10.75 to: 
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VISUALIZE — VITALIZE FOLDING ORGANS 


Use the eye gate to show the Way of Life... We have | also electrics. Discount, missionaries, 
Chemics, Magic, Paper tearing, Surprise Climax ob- | churches, write: ORGAN SHOP, 3117 Harri- 
jects. Three months’ supply as low as $1.50. - Free hi 

sample, Arnold Carl Westphal, Michigan son, Canton, Ohio. 
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SOUL WINNING POINTS 


instantly at your finger tips! 
Tabulated plainly in RED and BLACK 


“Dura-Glo” cover - Heavy pages - made to last 

and to serve! Fits Bible, pocket, or purse. 

Price 40 cents each. Special discount to stores 
and churches. 


Soon in Spanish, French, and German. 
Get your copy today or write publisher: 


Immanuel Mission to Shut-Ins, Inc. 















7515 Whitsett Avenue Los Angeles 1, California 














































Ty 1866 at North Chili, New 
ork, the Rev. B. T. Roberts, A.. M., 
founder and. first General Superintendent 
of the Free Methodist Church, established its 

co-educational institution of academic grade 
devoted to Christian culture and. training. 


The catalog of 1869 states in pate: 
“We design having such a school . 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on pege 157) 

1. An illustration of spiritual truth drawn 
from common life. 

2. Basically to bring the mysteries of the 
spiritual realm within reach of human un- 
derstanding. 

3. (a) They mystify the unspiritual mind; 
(b) they illumine the spiritual mind. See 
Mark 4:11, 12. 

4. It was both simple and fundamental 
(v. 13). 

5. Not all will profit by the hearing of 
the Word. 

6. Every soul must be “without excuse.” 


We are tested by the Word. See Hebrews 
4:12, and write “critic” for “discerner.” 


7. Opinions differ, but I believe only the 
good soil represents the regenerate heart. 

8. He has many tactics, the chief being 
distraction. 

9. “This man receiveth sinners.” Halle- 
lujah | 

10. The joy of Heaven over the Iost be- 
ing found (Luke 15:7, 10). 

11. Three pictures of the lost condition of 
the sinner; God’s eagerness in seeking out 
the lost. 

WHEATON, ILL. 
we 


Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. Estelle 


President, W. Cuisien ¥ Uni: 
Woments Ce me Soqpennee on 


“Be Not phe triad Ethyl-alcohol 
is found in fermented, vinous, and dis- 
tilled beverages. The technical terms 
used by the Federal Government in de- 
scribing alcoholic beverages are: dis- 
tilled spirits, wines, and fermented malt 
liquors. 

2. Alcohol is a progressive nerve de- 


.pressant, an irritant, habit-forming drug 


with anesthetic characteristics. 
3.. Alcohol cannot be used to build or 
repair body cells, nor can it be stored 


. for use jn the body. 


4. The most important effects of alco- 
hol are not physical, but psychological, 
due to the influence of the drug upon 
the brain and central nervous system. 

5. The effects that are the most im- 
portant to the individual and to society 
are upon feeling and behavior, and 
eventually, upon the personality. 

6. Decisions made while under the in- 
fluence of even very moderate quantities 
of alcohol may be untrustworthy due 
to the inhibiting effect of the drug upon 
normal caution, discrimination, restraint, 
and reticence. 


Why Moderation Is Dangerous.—“Al- 
cohol kills, progressively, the ability to 
be moderate,” says Harry S. Warner, 
author of a number of books on the alco- 
hol problem. Moderate, or social drinking 
initiates all the drinking that ever 
is done.. Mr, Warner says. that. the 
social drinker is the tap-root of the cult 
of moderation and that his fellow trav- 
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eler is the distiller, and that from this 
stems the entire alcohol problem. 


The Bible Replies——Who was the first 
drunkard? Genesis 9:20, 21. Who agreed 
to the first “prohibition”? Judges 13: 13- 
15. Did anybody mentioned in the Bible 
ever take a pledge of his own accord? 
Daniel 1:8. Was he any healthier or 
wiser in consequence? Daniel 1:11-17. 
Ought kings to drink wine? Proverbs 
31:4. Ought we to make companions 
of drunkards? 1 Corinthians 5:11. Can 
any drunkard enter the Kingdom of 
God? 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10. Does God 
pronounce woe upon drunkards? Isaiah 
5:11-21. Is temperance a vice? Galatians 
5: 23. 

As a Man Soweth.—Alcohol isn’t a 
stimulant; it’s a poison. It isn’t a food; 
it’s a poison. It isn’t a medicine; it’s a 
POISON. It isn’t even good for snake 
bite; it isn’t good for a cold or weak- 
ness or tuberculosis. It’s a poison —al- 
ways, everywhere. By leading physi- 
cians, including Dr. Haven Emerson, it 
was long ago relegated from the realm 
of materia medica to that of toxicology. 
The central nervous system is directly 
affected by alcohol. The feeling of stim- 
ulation from alcohol occurs because of 
the release of inhibitions and the sub- 
mersion of anxieties. Alcohol depresses 
the higher brain centers which control 
voluntary behavior. Alcohol affects the 
latest-learned or more complicated skills 
first and to a greater degree. Judgment 
is one of the first functions to be affected 
by the use of alcohol, and with increas- 
ing amounts the impairment becomes 
greater. Alcohol impairs the discrimina- 
tion, caution, timing, and co-ordination 
so necessary in modern society. Alcohol 
gives a false sense of security in a com- 
plex situation because it distorts time 
perspective and gives the illusion of 
superiority, 

So He Reapeth—I have four good 
reasons for total abstinence: my head is 
clearer, my health is better, my heart is 
lighter, and my purse is heavier. The 
drinking custom is very largely based 
upon pretense. Nine men out of ten 
who drink began because they were 
afraid to refuse. It would be impossible 
to discover a substitute for alcohol which 
would take its place as a crime-pro- 
ducer, When the people of this coun- 
try begin to wake up to the fact that 
the greatest part of the alcohol problem 
is not.alcohol or drunkenness, but just 
day-by-day “moderate drinking,” with 
its toll of disastrous accidents and social 
confusion, they will be on the way to 
an understanding of the matter. 


He Followed the Bottles Home— 
Maybe the fact that a Florida drugstore 
has stopped selling liquor doesn’t seem 
an event of cosmic proportions in these 
days of special sessions of Congress, 
Showdowns with Russia, and similar 
headline matters. Yet it is just possible 
that the reasons why a Florida drugstore 
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has stopped selling liquor may have some 
cosmic significance. The drugstore in 
question is the mammoth affair. in St. 
Petersburg owned and run by J. E. 
Webb. It is so big and sells so many 
different things, as winter visitors to 
that city of eternal sunshine know, that 
it has come to be known as Webb City. 
Its liquor department has been on a 
scale in keeping with the rest of the 
establishment: a $2,000,000 gross last 
year, with $100,000 profit. We don’t 
know Mr. Webb, but we couldn’t help 
noticing the reason the South Bend 
Tribune quotes him as giving for tossing 
that profitable liquor department out on 
last July 31. “I began mentally to fol- 
low those bottles,” explained Mr. Webb, 
“and realized the trouble those bottles 
could cause and did cause.” He fol- 
lowed the bottles, in his mind’s eye, to 
their ultimate destination. When he 
reached there, Mr. Webb realized that, 
as a decent citizen not utterly bereft of 
powers of imagination, he had to get 
out of the liquor business. Perhaps if 
others who advertise or sell liquor 
would do what Mr. Webb did—follow 
the bottles home —it might have more 
effect than legislation. 


A Champion Golfer—Miss Louise 
Suggs, who is tops among women 
golfers, neither drinks nor smokes. In 
1945 Miss Suggs won seven of the ten 
tourneys in which she competed; in 1946 
she took both the Western Amateur and 
Open, and again in 1947. She won the 
Women’s National at Franklin Hills in 
1947, and in 1948 took the North-South 
at Pinehurst. She was a member of the 
Custis Cup team which went to Britain 
and won the British Women’s Cham- 
pionship at St, Anne’s. 


“ 
Charles Simeon of Cambridge 


(Continued from second page) 
The Friday tea parties at six o'clock 
in his own rooms were famous. They 
lasted until seven, and there were .often 
sixty or eighty present. He “would then 


answer the students’ questions, give his \ 


wise counsel on many aspects of the 
Christian life, and expound difficult pas- 
sages of Scripture. When asked, “What 
is the way to maintain .a close: walk 
with God?” he replied: . “By constantly 
meditating on the goodness of God and 
on our great deliverance from that pun- 
ishment which our ‘sins have deserved, 
we are brought to feel our vileness and 
utter unworthiness; and while we con- 
tinue in this spirit of self-degradationi, 
everything else will go on easily. We 
shall find ourselves advancing in our 
course; we shall feel the presence of 
God; we shall experience His love; we 
shall live in the enjoyment. of. His fayour 
and in the hope of His glory. - Medita- 
tion is the grand means of our growth 
in grace; without it, prayer itself is an 
empty service. You often feel that your 
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AT HUNTINGTON COLLEGE 


A pleasant place to be io summer moaths Jow the macy 

who plan to amend the eight weeks session (June 15 00 

August 5). You will bave all of August for vacation. 
credits. Excellent for teachers o# 





133 years ago a small group of men and 
women decided to dedicate a part of their 
time to a wider distribution of the Scriptures, 
believing that God’s Word alone would, in 
time, make us all “kind to one another.” 

Today, thousands of men and women sys- 
tematically set aside certain money with 
which they secure Annuity Agreements from 
the American Bible Society. 

Two benefits follow: — first, a regular in- 
come. for life; and, second, you know that 
later a portion of your money will be used to 
print and distribute the Scriptures. 

Recently the American Bible Society pre- 
pared an interesting booklet entitled “Your 
Gift that Lives.” We believe you will enjoy 
reading about the important part you may 
still play in spreading the 
Gospel to all nations. May 
we send you a copy? 


AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 
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Ideal Aids for 1949 Sunday School Lessons 


Commentary on the Harmony of the Gospels, by Charles P. Roney $7.50 


A Harmony and Commentary inone! “Anyone who is teaching the 1.U.S.S, Lessons 
for 1949 will find this volume useful in the preparation of the first six months’ lessons.” 
—Sunday School Times 


The Christ of the Gospels, by J.W. Shepard - - . $5.00 
Used in many schools as standard text. “A great book, an informative book of a wide 
range of knowledge and intensive research.’ —Religious Herald. 

Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, by A. Edersheim - 2 vols. $6.50 


“Th t tant 1 work on the life of Christ language.” 
¢ most important general work on the life rist in our a, ge ae 


Commentary on John, by John Calvin (Ready in March) 2 vols. $6.50 


Authoritative, lucid interpretation of the life of Christ as recorded in the Gospel of John. 
Part of the new American edition of Calvin’s Commentaries. 


JOHN: The Gospel of Belief, by Merrill C. Tenney e400 $4.00 


This Analytic Study of the Text gives a complete view of Jesus’ life. Unfolds the plot 
and progress of JOHN.in a new manner. The ideal study book with charts and outlines. 


A Devotional Commentary on the Gospel of St. John, by J. C. Macaulay $2.50 


“One feels certain that the careful reader will thank God for this author’s ability to ex- 
press the truth so simply and sweetly.” 





Order from your Bookseller,* o: 
WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
255 Jefferson Ave., S. E. - - Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 
*Please add 10 cents per book for postage andfhandling if ordering by mail. 
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Not only Graded—but — CLOSELY GRADED 





Through Lessons Prepared for Each Age Level 


% CHRIST CENTERED 
* MODERN IN METHODS 

* ALL BIBLE and ALL OF THE BIBLE 
* SCIENTIFIC 

* NOT DATED 


The purpose of this fine Sunday School lesson series is to present the Gospel of Christ 
to each grade level and give a comprehensive knowledge of the Bible. 

There is no waste of material because lessons are not dated. Use 
left-over books next year with a new class. = 


PAuractive Folder of detailed informa- 
tion outlining the content of Gospel Light Series 
of Sunday School Lessons. 


* General Sunday School Catalog 
THE GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 140: 8. Yue S., Hollywood 28, Cl 
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prayers scarcely reach the ceiling; but 
oh, get into this humble spirit. by con- 
sidering how good the Lord is, and how 
evil you all are, and then prayer will 
mount on wings of faith to Heaven. The 
sigh, the groan of a broken heart, will 
soon go through the ceiling up to 
Heaven, aye, into the very bosom of 
God.” 

Ten pages in this volume are devoted 
to striking and worth-while quotations 
from Simeon’s letters to his friends and 
young clergymen. They are sane, Scrip- 
tural, and practical, and his counsel is 
still needed. Here are examples: 

“Live retired—read much— pray 
much — abound in all offices of -love — 
shun the company that may draw you 
aside — seek the company of those from 
whom you may receive edification in 
your soul —be dying daily to the world 
—consider yourself as a soldier that is 
not to be ‘entangled with the things of 
this life, in order that you may please 
Him who hath chosen you to be a sol- 
dier.’” 

“It is our great aversion to the cross 
that makes it burdensome.” 

“You should adopt that which ex- 
presses kindness and love, and not that 
which indicates an unfeeling harshness.” 

“Nor. will you be without trials even 
from..some of your dearest friends: for 
piety is not always attended with discre- 
tion; and you may be sometimes urged 
to things which, though desirable in 
themselves, are not expedient; and if 
you will not see with their eyes they 
may manifest, in a way painful to your 
feelings, their disappointment and cha- 
grin and constrain you to seck your 
comfort in the testimony of your own 
conscience and in the approbation of 
your God.” 

As Simeon lay dying, his friends 
thought he was beginning to lose con- 
sciousness, for his eyes had been. closed 
for many hours. “Suddenly, however, 
he remarked, ‘If you want to know what 
I am doing, go and look in the first 
chapter of Ephesians from the third to 
the fourteenth verse; there you will see 
what I am enjoying now.’ This was the 
last chapter which he requested to have 
read to him, . . . Another kindred pas- 
sage of Scripture, the last verse in the 
eleventh of Romans, was one on which 
he would dwell for hours together, re- 
peating the words, ‘For of Him—and 
through Him — and to Him are all things; 
to whom be glory.’” 

In simple, dignified words, appropri- 
ate to the peaceful death scene of a great 
stalwart of the faith, Bishop Moule thus 
describes the Home-going of Charles 
Simeon: 

“On Friday afternoon, Nov. 11, with 
a great effort, and without a word, he 
folded his hands for the last time in the 
attitude. of prayer, and-then stretched 
them out as in farewell to his friends. 
His last utterance was made that night, 
a faint Amen in answer to the Aaronic 
benediction. All through the Saturday 
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he Iey unconscious and without motion. 
Cn Sunday, Nov. 13, at ten m‘nutes after 
two o’clock, when the bell of’St. Mary’s, 
not far off, had just ceased to call the 
congregation to the University Sermon 
(it should have been the second sermon 
of his own course), he struggled for a 
moment, and then rested with his Lord. 
“‘When Mr. Valiant-for-Truth under- 
stood the summons, he called for his 
friends, and told them of it. Then said 
he, “I am going to my Father’s; and 
though with great difficulty I have got 
hither, yet now I do not repent me of 
all the troubles I have been at to arrive 
where I am.” When the day that he 
must go hence was come, many accom- 
panied him to the river side; into which 
as he went he said, “Death, where is 
thy sting?” And as he went down deeper 
he said, “Grave, where is thy victory?” 
So he passed over, and all the trumpets 
founded for him on the other side.’” 
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The Sunday School Times 
Binder and Index 


OW do you keep your back numbers 

of THe Sunpay Scuoot Times? 
Are they piled somewhere in a corner, 
or stored loosely in a drawer, where they 
are becoming dusty or torn or crumpled, 
and where it is difficult to find that 
article that would just fit your present 
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need — that article- you distinctly re- 
member but cannot locate? 


Two fine tools to help you preserve 
your copies of the Times in a clean, safe, 
and orderly manner and find what you 
want when you want it are the SuNpDAY 
Scuoot Trmes binder and Index. 


Each binder has room.for one year’s 
issues, and may be had for $1.25. Single 
copies of the Tres can be inserted as 
received, or a whole year’s issues can 
be filed at once. It is of stiff card- 
board, cloth bound, with the name of 
the paper stamped in gold on the front. 


THE SunpAy ScHoo. Trues Index is the 
same size as the paper and can be filed 
in the binder with the proper year’s 
issues. It includes a general contents, 
a classification of Verse, Editorials, Notes 
on Open Letters, General Contributed 
Articles, Writers of Signed Articles, 
Ways of Working, and the like. The 
Index for 1948 sells for 15 cents each, 
and is now ready for mailing. Orders 
for the binders, or for 1948 and earlier 
indexes, should be sent to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5. 


b 


The Lord does not require anything 
outside of that which He has given to 
His people, to accomplish His present 
purposes, whatever they may be.—Hud- 
son Taylor. 
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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
in 1949 


(Continued from page 155) 


The party leaves Chicago July 11, re- 
turning August 5. In addition to the 
six-day steamship cruise, the tour in- 
cludes, westbound, the Yellowstore Na- 
tional Park, entering by way of the 
famous Red Lodge Skyline Highway: 
Rainier National Park; Seattle, Wash.; 
Victoria, B,. C.; and Vancouver, B. G. 
Returning, the party will stop at Port- 
land, Oreg., and spend two days in 
Glacier National Park. 

If you would like information about 
this 1949 Christian Fellowship Tour, a 
postal card addressed to John W. Lane, 
Jr., Associate Editor, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
will bring it to you. Mr. Lane, who has 
accompanied a number of earlier Chris- 
tian Fellowship parties, will be with the 
1949 group throughout the entire journey. 


” 
Camp Wycliffe in 1949 


HE sixteenth session of the Summer 

Institute of Linguistics, or Camp Wy- 
cliffe, will be held from June 13 to Au- 
gust 26 this year on the campus of the 
University of Oklahoma at Norman, 
Qkla.. As formerly, the directors will 
be W. Cameron Townsend, Eugene A. 
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200 copies of this booklet in — 
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cities of South America. ‘ 
If you agree that WE should 
back up our missionaries | 
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For VOU without Honey 


PILGRIM 
EDITION 
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HOLY BIBLE 


Bound in blue cloth Authorized King James Text 


me okie commen . .. the first annotated Bible ever prepared 
pepets 376) pease: gage especially for YOUNG CHRISTIANS! 


size, 544” x TH". 





Outstanding Features 


The following outstanding features are included: clear, easily read 
type; simple, direct annotations actually on the page where needed; 
modified self-pronunciation; special introductions and chapter sub- 
heads; complete index which catalogs nearly 4000 notes; historical 
data; chronologies; and maps specially drawn for this edition. 








HARRY A. IRONSIDE, LITT.D., says: 


“This new, annotated edition of the Scriptures 
is designed to help young people particularly 
in their study of the Bible. The notes are not 
too extensive, but are clear and concise, and 
give just what the earnest student needs in 
order to enable him to understand some of 
the difficult passages and to co-ordinate the 
teaching of the Word.” 








This New Pilgrim Edition sells for $4.50. But the Sunday 
School Times Company will give this Bible to anyone sending 
in TEN NEW twenty-two weeks subscriptions to the Times at 
$1 each. This offer applies on/y to subscriptions in the United States. 


A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
copies. of the Times, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you obtain ten subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of ‘$10. Upon 
receipt, the names go on our mailing list, and your copy of this 
unusual Bible will be sent to you immediately. 


Send all subscriptions at one time 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 











325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Nida, Ph.D., and Kenneth L, Pike, Ph.D., 
and there will be a faculty of twelve 
teachers besides the directors. 

The Institute offers to missionary can- 
didates of all denominations specialized 
study in: 

Phonetics and alphabet construction 

Word formation and syntax 

Techniques of Bible translation 

Methods of teaching people to read 

This training is valuable to mission- 
aries going to any part of the world 
where linguistic work is needed, though 
courses are not given in specific lan- 
guages, but rather in the techniques and 
principles underlying all types of lin- 
guistic analysis. The courses are fully 
accredited by the University of Okla- 
homa for both graduate and undergrad- 
uate work, 

The Canadian branch of Camp Wy- 
cliffe will be held at Caronport, Sask., 
Can., from June 20 through September 2. 

A catalogue containing all necded in- 
formation and application blanks may be 
had from the Summer Institute of Lin- 
guistics, P. O. Box 870, Glendale 5, Calif, 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 6 


1. Digging Deeper Into Faith 
(Gen. 26:17-22; 2 Tim. 2:15) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Internatipnal 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

INCE many churches undertake an 

evangelistic campaign leading up 
and concluding with the Easter season, 
five topics, of which this week’s is the 
first, have been designed to help young 
people’s groups correlate an evangelistic 
effort, by young people and among 
young people, with the larger campaign 
of the local church. This week’s topic 
is preparatory, and should stimulate 
members of your group who are already 
professed Christians to examine their 
own Christian faith that, first, their faith 
may be strengthened and clarified; and, 
second, that they may be intelligently 
prepared ‘for questions and for opposi- 
tion that certainly will be met, if any 


consistent or persistent evangelistic ef- 


fort is undertaken. 


se 


The second Scripture portion assigned 
for this week is particularly appropri- 
ate, for it directs our attention to three 
facts that the prospective soul-winner 
dare not overlook. One of these is that 
he is one of God’s workmen. All are 
not called to be evangelists, or pastors, 
or missionaries, or even Bible teachers, 
but all are called to be witnesses. As 
God’s workmen, we are responsible to 
Him for witnessing in the place He in- 
dicates and in the manner He directs, 
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and not according to our own ideas or 
preferences. This meaps that we must 
go to Him for direction, but it also means 
that we are privileged to call upon Him 
for wisdom, for courage, and for all that 
we need to do faithfully and well the 
work He has assigned to us. 


Se 

The second fact seen in this Scripture 
verse in 2 Timothy is that it is within 
the realm of possibility for each of us to 
do good work — work that God can ap- 
prove, and of which we shall not be 
ashamed. This should encourage us as 
we set out to win others for Christ. 


ve 
A third fact seen here is that the study 
of God’s Word is a ‘means toward good 
workmanship for God. We may couple 
with this verse in 2 Timothy, Paul’s word 
to the Roman Christians, “Faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). Studying God's 
Word, and meditating upon it, will, first 
of all, increase our own faith, and then 
will give us a mighty weapon, “the 
sword of the Spirit,” which is living, 
and powerful, and sharp, and. which will 
cut away the objections and dissimula- 
tions of those to whom we speak about 
Christ, and which will convict and con- 
vince as our own words cannot possi- 
bly do, 
ie 


Since the Gospel of John was written 
particularly that men “might believe” 
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on the Lord Jesus, and “have life” 
through His name (John 20:31), this por- 
tion of God’s Word is specially helpful 
to unbelievers, and will be likewise 
equally helpful to use in winning others 
to Christ. Read it several times as part 
of your preparation for soul-winning, 
noting especially those portions that 


show how the Lord Jesus dealt with 


others, such as Nicodemus (John 3) and 
the woman at the well of Samaria 
(John 4). 

b 

To your study of God’s Word, do not 
fail to add daily prayer. Any effort to 
win others for Christ is entering upon 
front-line warfare with Satan, the arch 
enemy of man. In addition to the “sword 
of the Spirit,” which is the Word of God, 
and the “whole’ armour,” which is the 
Lord Jesus Himself, you will need to 
pray always, in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance (Eph. 
6: 10-18). 

ye 

Then there are a number of excellent 
books and booklets that you will find 
helpful in preparing to win others for 
Christ. If they are not already in the 
library of your young people’s group, 
why not secure some of them, and make 
them available to your members for 
reading in preparation for the weeks 
that are ahead? A list of a number of 
these follows. 

How To Work for Christ. By R. A. Torrey. 
(Fleming H. Revell, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 
10; $3.) 

How To Get Decisions in Personal Work. 
By J. E. Conant. (Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago 10; 25 cents.) 

Personal Soul-Winning. By William Evans. 
(Moody Press, $1.75.) 

Taking Men Alive. By Charles G. Trumbull. 
(Fleming H. Revell, $1.) : 

Personal Work. By R. A. Torrey. (Fleming 
H. Revell, $1.25.) 

Lessons in Soul-Winning. By Will H. Hough- 
ton. (Moody Press, to be had on request.) 

Scripture Memorizing and Successful Per- 
sonal Work. By Oscar Lowry. (Moody Press, 
in both a ten cent and a $1.25 edition.) Scrip- 
ture Memorizing cards to accompany this 
course are about 50 cents for a box of 117 
cards. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 28 to March 6 


Mon.—Mark 4:3-12. The 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The sower sow- 
eth the word” (v. 14). Our Lord, the 
first Sower, preached the Gospel in its 
purity and power. “How beautiful are 
the feet” of Him who first preached sal- 
vation, and of them, who, in His name, 
publish good tidings of peace! But let 
every preacher take heed to himself and 
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Challenge young hearts with these 
rousing new flannelgraph object les- 
sons—they’ll see what is meant by 
putting CHRIST FIRST in their lives. 
And what they see—they remember! 
Gospel-graphs are Jee age to help 
young minds and hearts grasp im- 
portant Bible truths. CHRIST FIRST 
is based on the teachings of the Lord 
a : I of pace a 
ot <4 popular Gospel-graphs, 
CHRIST FIRST is printed in book 
form, with 12 pages of full-color, 
suede-backed figures and word cards 
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to the doctrine, in order to save himself 
and them that hear him, Let us not 
preach ourselves. Let us, like our Lord, 
“preach the word.” Pray for theologi- 
cal students, particularly those who are 
in evangelical seminaries. 


Tues.—Mark 4:14-20. Hearing the Word. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIoNs: “The word that 
was sown in their hearts.” There are 
many kinds of hearers. Our Lord tells 
us of four types in this passage. One 
group hears with joy, but not with profit. 
Others hear these words with gladness, 
but it does not take hold of them. Still 
others hear the Word. without benefit 
because of worldly interests. “Good 
ground” hearers are found here and 
there, and they are wonderfully fruitful. 
In what group do we belong? Do we 
bring forth fruit unto God? Pray for 
more case preaching in churches, 
Wed.—1 Thessalonians 5:4-13. 

Watch and Be Sober. 

PRAYER SucGcEsTIONS: “Therefore let us 

not sleep, as do others; but let us watch 











A new product for the church, Sunday 
school, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
oughly dependable. Those who make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad to tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay to read them every weck. 
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and be sober.” If we were all.as careful 
of our souls and words and actions as we 
are lest injury should come to our bodies, 
how much better we would be as indi- 
viduals, families, and churches. Our 
Lord enjoins watching upon.all. “What 
I say unto you I say unto all, Watch” 
(Mark 13:37). We must be on the alert 
all the time. Pray for every careless 
Christian you have in your circle of 
friends. 
Thurs.—Isaiah 24:5-12. 
The Appetite for Strong Drink. 
PRAYER SvuccestTions: “Strong drink 
shall be bitter to them that drink it.” 
Many bless wine, but they bless what 
God has cursed. They drink wine with 
a song; but they find it is as the bitter- 
ness of wormwood and gall afterward. 
It is easier to create an appetite for 
strong drink than to break it off and 
to avoid the evils that attend it. The 
Bible word for all who love liquor is 
“woe.” Pray for an awakening of the 
Christian conscience on the evil of drink, 


Fri.—Isaiah 28:1-8. When Leaders Drink. 
Prayer Succestions: “Woe .. . unto 
the drunkards.” The leaders of Israel 
called by the prophet, “the crown of 
pride” of the nation, were erring 
through wine and strong drink. National 


- leaders do not seem to have. learned 


much from Belshazzar, or from the fail- 
ures of intoxicated leaders of other days. 
Our own nation sins grievously in this 
way today. Our highways are stained 
with the blood of innocents, and unnatu- 
ral crimes are multiplying, and families 
are experiencing unsupportable grief be- 
cause of liquor. Pray against the 
wicked industry. 
Sat.—Luke 1:13-17. A Total Abstainer. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “He . . . shall 
drink neither wine nor strong drink.” 
John the Baptist, like good old Daniel, 
kept his body under that his soul might 
serve God supremely. Such men, and 
such only, can turn many to the Lord 
their God. All the great preachers of 
Christ’s Gospel were temperate in all 
things; and they aided the cause of tem- 
perance. We should make it our busi- 
ness to do the same. Pray for a mighty 
crusade to save youth from the evils of 
drink, 


Sun.—1 Corinthians 6:9-12. 
Standards of the Kingdom. 


Prayer Succestions: “The unright- 


eous shall not inherit the kingdom 


of God.” The love of righteousness 
is begotten in all who are begotten of 
God. The one who is born of God 
cannot continue in sin. Gcd does not 
promise mercy to those sins we de- 
liberately live in. Christ came to save 
us from our sins. And unless we are 
being thus cleansed from our defile- 
ments we do well to question whether 
we have the love of God in us. Pray 
for a shaking up of nominal profes- 
sors similar to what occurred under 
the ministry of Charles G. Finney. 





